
DEPARTMENT: ESL/TBE—KHMER  COURSE TITLE:      LITERATURE OF CAMBODIA II 
COURSE NUMBER:  079 

GRADE(S): 9-12 PRE-REQUISITES (IF ANY): LITERATURE OF CAMBODIA I 
      
 

Unit 
 

Length 
 

Content 
 

Skills  
 

Methods of Assessment 
Framework 
Strand(s) & 
Standard(s) 

Folktales and Legends First 
Trimester 

 
6 weeks 

• Special selection of Cambodian legends 
and Folktales, volume 1 

• Response to the readings from the 
collections of Khmer folk tales 

Students will: 
• Analyze short folktales. 
• Develop improved reading 

and comprehension skills. 
• Research Khmer myths and 

understand the magical 
elements. 

• Weekly vocabulary quiz 
• Weekly written assignments 
 

 

Written 
Reflection/Letter 
 
The Kang Koong Snake 
Story,  Kung Hean 

2 weeks • Response to the reading The Kang Koong 
Snake 

• Film: the Kang Koong Snake 

Students will: 
• Read and write a response 

to the The Kang Kong 
Snake. 

• Make critical analysis of the 
text. 

• Weekly vocabulary quiz  
• Weekly written assignments 
 

 

Written  Personal 
Experience 
 

3 weeks • Vocabulary words and usage 
• Selected Folktales 
 

Students will: 
• Use vocabulary words in 

written assignments 
• Compare different folktales 
 
 

• Weekly vocabulary quiz  
• Weekly written assignments 
 

 
 

Written Personal 
Experience 
 

1 week Responses to the readings 
Film:  Indian Movie:  The Story of Abbabu  

Students  will: 
• Use vocabulary words from 

the film in written 
assignments. 

• Identify values and attitudes 
of poverty, struggle, 
courage, and loyalty in the 
film. 

• Weekly vocabulary quiz  
• Weekly written assignments 
• Notebook check 
 

 

Friends Letter 
 
Story:  Pkar Sropoun 
 

Second 
Trimester 

 
1 week 

 

• Student letters 
• Story of high school students  
• Story of love and tragedy 
• Story about love, engagement, wedding 

Students will: 
• Write a short letter. 
• Develop an understanding 

of high school students and 
different Cambodian 
institutions. 

• Weekly vocabulary quiz  
• Letters to friends 

 

School Letter  
 
Story:  Pkar Sropoun 
 

1 week 
 
 
 

• School culture in Cambodia 
• Letters to teachers, principals, 

administrators 

Students will: 
• Expand subject matter and 

use new vocabulary words. 
• Discuss students’ role in 

Cambodia. 

• Weekly vocabulary quiz  
• Letters to teachers, principal, 

administrators 

 



Personal Letter 
 
Story:  Pkar Sropoun 

1 week • Written reactions to Pkar Sropoun  Students will: 
• Express personal viewpoints 

and attitudes appropriately. 
 

• Weekly vocabulary quiz  
• Personal letters 

 

Relatives Letter   
 
Story:  Sophat 
 

1 week 
 

• Appropriate vocabulary to address 
relatives 

 

Students will: 
• Write to relatives using 

appropriate vocabulary 
• Analyze characters and 

identify character traits of 
jealousy and greed. 

• Weekly vocabulary quiz  
• Letters to relatives 

 
 
 
 

Significant Other Letter 
 
Story:  Sophat 

1 week • Communication with significant 
other/boyfriend or girlfriend 

Students will: 
• Write a letter to a significant 

other using appropriate 
vocabulary. 

• Analyze characters and 
identify character traits of 
love and betrayal. 

 

• Weekly vocabulary quiz 
• Letters to significant other 
 

 

Khmer Characters:  
Khmer Movements 
Under French 
Colonization, Classism, 
the Internal Conflict 
Within the Issarack 
Group 

4 weeks • Cultural pride and struggle 
• Film: The Poor Farm Girl  
• Class issues  

Students will: 
• Understand the important 

events under the 100+ years 
of French colonization and 
the Japanese occupation. 

• Critique city life and class 
divisions in Cambodia.  

• Understand cultural values 
in Cambodia 

• Weekly vocabulary quiz  
• Letters to significant other 
  

 

Khmer Characters:  
Life in the Prison 

3 weeks • Life in the prison  Students will: 
• Understand the hardship of 

Khmer Issarack life and the 
harsh punishments by the 
French. 

• Weekly vocabulary quiz  
• Letters to significant other 
• Notebook check 
• Presentation of research paper 
• Final exam 

 

 


