Subject: English Language Arts: Composition

Ambherst-Pelham Regional School District

Curriculum Overview

Grade Level: Fourth

Units: Launching Writer’s Workshop, Personal Narrative/ Essay, Memoir, Research Writing, Open Response, Poetry, Reading/Writing Response

Enduring Understandings

Strands
(Topics/Units)

Content/ Skills

Essential
Activities/Agreements

Writing is a meaning making
process that can provide
personal fulfillment and enable
the writer to gain insights and
understandings into self, others
and the world.

Writers attend to key elements
of quality writing including
focus, structure, elaboration,
style, and conventions in order
to develop ideas, advance
intent and appeal to the reader.

Writers write for a variety of
purposes including
entertaining or informing
others, exploring feelings,
conveying thoughts, and
responding to reading.

Writers listen to, read, and
analyze text from a writer’s
perspective, and notice how
author’s craft can shape their
own writing and personal style.

Considers Audience
and Purpose

Organizes for Pre-
Writing and Drafting

Reflects and Revises

Determines a writing purpose and gains in ability to
formulate and expand a focused topic with consideration
for a particular audience. Uses natural language rhythms,
descriptive words, and dialogue in an attempt to connect
with the reader. Begins to apply understanding of the
structural elements and writing style in various forms of
writing to organize and convey ideas.

Purposefully generates thoughts through visualizing, oral
sharing and discussions. Maintains writer’s notebook as a
pre-writing tool using lists, graphic organizers, questions,
free writes, and focused entries that support clarification of
a main idea prior to drafting. Extends and develops use of
writer’s craft to formulate leads that draw the reader in,
develop language and supporting detail that moves the
reader through time, and devise conclusions that provide a
satisfying ending,

Reviews and confers by using checklists, goals, rubric
criteria and feedback in order to improve lesson-specific
and personal target areas including: adding detail to
emphasize important parts, descriptive and figurative
language that shows rather than tells, and personal style to
support tone of the piece.

* Elements of Quality Writing is a detailed scope and sequence for Kindergarten through Grade Six with pedagogical implications for
curriculum planning and implementation.
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Writing to learn promotes
higher level thinking skills and
provides students with a way
of learning that allows them to
personalize, internalize, and
deepen their understandings.

Analyzes and Edits
for Standard English
Conventions

Evaluates and
Presents

Researches

Identifies and corrects for complete sentences, variety of
sentence length, descriptive adjectives/ adverbs, specific
verbs, and conventions with emphasis on punctuation for
commas in a series to improve final copy.

Selects writing for display, collection, publication or to
share with wider audience. Assesses own writing with
teacher feedback and conferences using checklists, goals,
and rubrics to determine how to continue a piece or plan
for future writing.

Reads from variety of sources to make discoveries and gain
specific information on a research topic. Organizes
findings in multi-paragraph essay with main idea, distinct
sub-topics and varied forms of supporting details woven
into the text.

Interviews, surveys,
websites.

Geography of North
America, Prehistory of
American Indians,
Mexico, Trees, Electricity

* Elements of Quality Writing is a detailed scope and sequence for Kindergarten through Grade Six with pedagogical implications for
curriculum planning and implementation.




