Questions for Chapter 1 ‘Bad Influences’  
In your learning log, write down:


“Questions for Chapter 1 ‘Bad Influences’  1/8/10”  

Then copy the questions down and write down your answers.  They should be your thoughts, not formal paragraphs.  Answer each question with at least 3 to 4 sentences.

1. This is the only chapter that takes place in Puerto Rico. The rest take place in Paterson, NJ, where the majority of the characters are of Puerto Rican descent.  Why do you think the author chose to start the book with this setting?

2. Papa Juan’s solution to the mala influencia is based on his spiritual beliefs.  However, do you think he knows what is likely going on in the house that is causing Angela to be upset?  What evidence do you have?
3. Rita was sent to Puerto Rico as punishment for sneaking over to her boyfriend’s house.  Do you think the parents’ punishment was successful?  What did the punishment accomplish?

