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TEAM CRIMSON SCIENCE 2008/2009
Course Overview:
What do I learn in 7th grade science?
Science 7 is an introductory, exploratory life science course. It is designed to help you gain a better understanding of some of the systems that make up the natural world, and of the interactions between these systems. Specific units will include The Nature of Science; Cells; Classification; Heredity; Evolution; Human Body Systems and Ecology.  While science class will focus on these topics, there will be opportunities for the integration of some of them with your other academic subjects.  Topics that will be introduced and reinforced throughout both 7th and 8th grade include scientific problem-solving, experimental design and scientific measurements. 

You will learn many concepts through hands-on laboratory activities, group discussion and projects designed to facilitate critical thinking and observation skills.  This year, 7th graders will be the first group to use the brand new greenhouse at the back of the school. The greenhouse was purchased to support place-based learning--a collaborative project between Hampshire College and the ARMS 7th grade science teachers. 

In Science 7, you will use a variety of resources such as the Holt textbook Cells, Heredity and Classification, the Glencoe textbooks Ecology and Human Body Systems, additional print and online sources and a variety of teacher generated materials for activities, projects and labs. 

You will also work on several learning skills throughout the year such as organizing, note-taking, test-taking, reviewing, summarizing, researching, reading and writing, oral and visual presenting, cooperating and leading, creative thinking and problem-solving, following directions and time-management. Reading, writing and math skills relating to science will be introduced and reinforced in both 7th and 8th grade. 

Additionally, science skills such as observing, inferring, predicting, measuring, classifying, and making models will be emphasized.  You will also be encouraged to use scientific attitudes or habits of mind such as curiosity, honesty, open-mindedness, skepticism and creativity. 

During our exploration of physical sciences and technology in 8th grade, students will study the following units: Properties of Matter and Chemical Interactions; Experimental Design; Motion, Forces, and Energy; Technology/Engineering Design. Concepts are developed through hands-on, investigative, project based activities. Supporting texts for eighth grade science include Prentice Hall’s Motion Forces and Energy and Chemical Building Blocks. 
Science Class Expectations:
Be on time!!

Students are expected to come to science class on time every day.  Students who come late to science class without a pass will serve lunch detentions as a result.  Students should be seated with all their materials out no later than 1 minute after the passing period.  If this is a persistent problem than the student’s class participation grade will be impacted. 
What do I need every day in science class?
Students will be expected to come prepared for science class every day.  This means coming with an assignment book, writing utensil, and homework folder.  Class binders will be kept in the science classroom on the appropriate class shelf.  

How will I be graded in science?
Trimester grades will be broken into eight categories, including: Class participation (10%), Class Worksheets (10%), Homework (20%), Labs (15%), Quizzes (10%), Tests (15%), Special Projects (10%), and challenge assignments (10%).  Homework will be graded out of 100%.  As long as the student attempts all of the questions they will get at least a 60% on the homework.  Students may fix any grade below a 100% on homework during the current unit.  Students may turn in any late homework until the end of the current unit at a reduced grade.  Students are encouraged to stay after school on Mondays or by appointment with Mr. Ferro to receive any extra help or make up work.
Who will I work with during labs?
Students will work with lab/class activity partners on a regular basis.  Students will be broken into partners multiple times through a variety of methods in order to encourage students to meet as many new people as possible.  Partners will not necessarily be someone students would normally choose to work with.  Students will need to learn how to interact with this person in a mature and productive manner.  Lab partners will be expected to share the workload for labs and class activities.
Team Building      

All Team Crimson students will participate in team building activities throughout the year.  This will happen on several occasions as an entire team, but will also happen regularly during science class.  Many activities in science class will be based on the experiential learning cycle where students will learn the social skills needed to function in a supportive team environment.  
Respect for the Classroom Environment
During ecology this year we will learn that environments include both living and non-living parts.  Healthy environments are determined by the positive relationship between all the parts.  Students will be expected to be respectful of each other and each other’s things.  Students will also be expected to be respectful of the science classroom and all of the things in it (including Mr. Ferro!!).  This will make for a fun, safe, and healthy learning environment for all.
Good luck with the 2008-2009 school year!!!!

Mr. Ferro
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