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Characteristics of Life Notes
Organisms -  
All living things share certain characteristics.   Some formerly-living things (dead) and some non-living things have some of these characteristics, but not all of them.  Only living things have all of them.

More than 2 million identified organisms on Earth.  More?

The largest number of identified organisms are insects! 

All organisms….

1. MOVE



2.  GROW



3. REPRODUCE


4. USE FOOD FOR ENERGY

5. RESPOND


6. are MADE OF CELLS       
cells have characteristics too

      animal cell







plant cell

membrane –thin covering
cytoplasm – watery gel

nucleus (most) – contains DNA

rigid cell wall

green chloroplasts

Taxonomy 

Largest groups are 
Kingdoms are divided into 
These are divided into smaller and smaller groups: 

Carolus Linnaeus developed a binomial nomenclature (2-name naming system) – every species is named by its Genus (capitalized) and species (small)

examples:  Ursus horribilis,  Acer rubrum, Homo sapiens

