COURSE EXPECTATIONS 2009 - 2010
 Science 7  Ms. Keppler

   362-1925 (voice mail)      http://www.arps.org/USERS/ms/kepplerc/       Kepplerc@arps.org
Introduction
Science 7 is an exploratory general science course, which is focused mostly on a variety of life science  topics.  Our goal is to gain a better understanding of the systems that make up the natural world, and of the interactions between these systems.  Specific units will include cell structure and function;  the classification of living things;  systems of the human body; reproduction and heredity;  evolution through natural selection; and ecology.   Units that will continue on through 8th grade will involve the nature of science, experimental design, and math skills used in science.  And since we will be working on some integrated units together with our other team classes we also may spend some time on other related subjects. 

This class is activity-based, and will involve a lot of hands-on work.   At different times this will include lab experimentation, dramatization, model building, and art work, both inside and outside the building when we can, including some time spent growing plants in the school cold frame.  We will work on effective note-taking strategies, and discussion skills, because there will be a lot you will learn from each other.  I will use short writing prompts as a way for you to explore questions, make observations, think deeply, or just show what you know about science concepts.  And although students will not take the Science and Technology MCAS test until 8th grade, there will be opportunities for review and practice with MCAS test questions on life science topics during the year.  
ARMS students are encouraged to explore topics of personal interest in science. “Challenge” projects done outside of class will not only give students a chance to work at more advanced levels on certain topics, but will add to their grades at the end of the trimester.  I will provide support and direction on these projects before or after school.  You will be getting more specific information on the E=MC2 challenge program, with examples and suggestions in a separate paper.  
7th grade science classes will be able to use the ARMS greenhouse to grow plants in the fall (lettuce or greens) and spring (peas, and vegetable, flower and herb plants for transplanting.)  Together we may develop some new projects for the greenhouse this year.  In addition, I like to remain flexible enough to develop integrated units with other Team teachers during the year as the opportunity arises, so we could branch off for a few other short projects.
You will be working on a lab team of 3-4 students much of the time, working cooperatively on lab work and other projects.  These groups will be assigned, but they will change a few times so you will get a chance to work with a number of people in the class.  Since there is a lot of hands-on activity in this class, and much team work, some of the most important skills to learn are how to work productively, responsibly, and cooperatively with your group!
Materials

We will use the textbook  “Cells, Heredity & Classification” (Holt) for part of the year, as well as  other resources for this course, including many handouts.   You will be required to keep track of all the handouts, notes, homework and lab sheets that you will accumulate, and your science notebook will be checked and graded periodically.   We will also use a spiral notebook for certain types of notes and reflections.  You will need a RINGBINDER (1” is plenty large, or you can use a section of another ringbinder), and PENS and PENCILS.  I will give you a spiral notebook for your in-class writing and notes.   Although these are available in the classroom, I recommend that you have your own set of COLORED PENCILS and a METRIC RULER.   
 If it is difficult for your family to get any of these, just see me after class and I will see that you have them.

Homework and Evaluation
Homework will be given one to three times per week, depending on what it is, often reading assignments with questions to be answered.  Some homework will be recorded only as “done/not done”; your evaluation for that material may be in the form of quick quizzes or in-class writing assignments.  I allow you 5 unexplained free “late passes” each trimester  (2 days late = 2 late passes).  Once these are used up late work may receive partial credit, or no credit – it is important to keep up with deadlines because many assignments will be preparation for work done in class.  If you are absent or out of class for any reason, you are expected to make up the missed work, including labs, within a couple of days.  Plan to do this after school.  Lab reports will be graded using a number or point system. Tests, projects and major work will get a letter or number grade.    Your overall grade will be based on your participation in class, including preparedness for class, individual contributions to discussions and work with your group (about 30% of your total grade), your homework  completion (about 20%), and your written work, test and project grades (about 40%).  The remaining 10% will be based on challenge assignments, projects of varying size and difficulty that you may select. 
Any work or messages you would like to get to me after class can be left in the wire in-basket in the classroom, or in my mailbox in the main office.  See me or email any time if you have questions, and we will work it out.  
Your current science grades will be available online through PowerSchool, and you will be receiving instructions on how to access this.  It is a good idea to check frequently to make sure your work is all up to date and complete.  Remember, knowledge is power!  General information,  copies of assignments and links to challenge assignments will be available through my school web page. 

Extra help

Like all team teachers, I will be available most days during study hall and after school for anyone needing extra help.  One day per week (TBA) I will be after school specifically to work with anyone needing to make up work, or wanting a little extra help.  If you plan to stay after school other times to work on science, just check with me beforehand to make sure I will be there.                             
Two quotes: 

“The most exciting thing to hear in science is not ‘Eureka!’ (I found it!) but “That’s funny….”

                                                                                                      -  Isaac Asimov

“Nothing shocks me.  I’m a scientist.”

                                                                   - Harrison Ford, in the movie “Indiana Jones”

