	Characteristics of Good Experiments
(how to design a “fair test”)
1.  ONLY ONE VARIABLE IS CHANGED ON PURPOSE (the IV). 

· Change only one so you can see what caused the results, a fair test
2.  ALL OTHER VARIABLES SHOULD BE HELD CONSTANT, OR CONTROLLED. 

3.  MANY REPEATED TRIALS—TO REDUCE CHANCE 
· Makes it less likely that your results were due to chance
2.  THE EXPERIMENT SHOULD BE REPEATED

· And the results should be similar
5.  IV AND DV ARE CLEARLY IDENTIFIED (USE NOUNS) 

· Numbers or names (brand names, types of sports, etc) rather than descriptions like “loud”, or “warm”
6.  HYPOTHESIS MUST BE TESTABLE.
· If the hypothesis is not a good explanation, your experiment must be able to show that

7.  RESULTS ARE FREE OF HUMAN BIAS
· Design the experiment to make it very hard for your own beliefs to influence the results




