Tell Me About Yourself #2
Name 



 Class 



1. Please write a paper about what you know best; yourself!  I am interested in getting to know you and I can make better lesson plans when I know you better.  
First Draft Due: Thursday September 3rd 

Final Draft Due: Friday September 4th 

2. Below is an outline you can follow.  A good paper will have four good paragraphs.  (If you like writing and have a lot to say, write more by all means.)
3. You may have lots to say about some of the prompts below and not much to say about others.  Answer the prompts that will help me get to know you better and ignore the rest.  At a minimum, you have to write a paragraph about each area.

First:  Tell me about your family

· Who is in your family, tell me a little about them

· Where do you live now?  Where else have your lived?

· Do you have any pets?

Second:  Tell me about your science interests

· What do you find interesting? Why?
· What experiments have you tried?

· What is something you learned about that really fascinated you?

· What do you want to learn more about? Why?

Third:  Tell me about your other interests, hobbies or sports

· What are you good at?

· What do you do in your spare time?

· What do you dream about becoming good at?  Why?

Fourth:  Tell me about your experience in elementary school

· What were your favorite subjects?  Why?

· What were your least favorite subjects?  Why?

· What was fun or easy to learn? Why?
· What was hard for you to learn? Why?
Because it is only fair that I tell you about me if I am asking you tell write about yourself, here is my introduction to you.  You can use my paper as an example of how to write yours, but be careful, I am older than you, so mine is longer than 4 paragraphs.
Dear Indigo Students,

Family

I live in south Amherst with my wife, two daughters, three cats and a puppy.  We have lived in Amherst for seven years and plan to live here for many, many more.  My wife likes to garden, works at the Family Center in town and is a volunteer Girl Scout leader.  My daughter Carolyn is in 5th grade at Wildwood, plays the guitar and likes to act in plays.  My daughter Addie is in Kindergarten at Wildwood, is always climbing in, on, or over things and still believes new shoes makes you run faster.

Science Interests


I love to learn about how things work and went to the University of Virginia to study aerospace engineering to find out how things that fly work.  In addition to studying, I like to take things apart to see how they work.  Recently my daughters and I took apart a broken microwave.  It was made of so many different things.  My daughters liked the springs and I liked the electrical switches. 
I performed an experiment once with mice when I worked for the North Carolina Outward Bound School.  I was in charge of all the gear and food and had mice getting into the trail mix.  I didn’t want to hurt the mice, so I laid a board against a 5 gallon bucket on the floor and put trail mix in the bucket.  Over night, two mice climbed the board and jumped into the bucket.  They ate the trail mix, but couldn’t get back out.  In the morning, I carried them across the creek and let them go.  After catching two mice three mornings in a row, I hypothesized that they were the same mice getting back across the creek.  To test my hypothesis, I put a drop of red finger nail polish between the mouse’s ears before letting them go.  Sure enough, my hypothesis was correct and they were both back in my bucket the next morning.  I finally got rid of them by dropping them off many miles away on one of my errands to town.

General Interests


 One of my interests is making things out of wood.  I have made tables, bookshelves, desks, a tree house and a bunk bed for Addie.  She loves to climb all over it.  I’m hoping Carolyn will help me build a wooden dulcimer.  I am especially proud of a wooden canoe that I made.  
I also like to go on adventures. Among other things, I have been dog sledding in Minnesota, skied across and paddled across the Adirondacks in New York.  I’ve been rock climbing in Yosemite and mountaineering in Mexico and Ecuador.  My biggest adventure was when my wife and I rode our bicycles from Mexico to Argentina.  It took us nine months.  We had many, many wonderful adventures and only a few scary ones.  It was wonderful to meet and be welcomed by so many people on our trip.  It also reaffirmed my love of science because I saw such amazing things.  I stayed with a family on the coast of Peru who had a hole in their roof to help let the heat out.  They could cover it with plastic if it rained, but it hadn’t rained in seven years.  I also saw ancient pyramids built of mud bricks made stronger by bamboo poles.  It reminded me of today’s concrete buildings made stronger with steel poles.  I saw giant tarantulas in Mexico.  One was so big my wife and I stopped to give it plenty of room to cross the road.  And in Bolivia, we traveled across salt flats that were 13,000 feet above sea level. They had once been at the bottom of oceans.
School History

When I was in middle school, I was an energetic student.  My seventh grade science teacher took me in the back room to yell at me for talking so much in class.  She was having a bad day and I was only making it worse.   I liked math because sometimes it was like solving a puzzle to get the right answer.  I liked to read science fiction and fantasy books and The Hobbit was one of my favorites.  My friends teased me that I could be a hobbit because I was so small for my age.  Writing was hard for me because the rules seemed hard to remember.  I had two English teachers later who helped me be more confident in my writing.  Of course P.E. was great, but there was never enough time to really play and then you had to go back to class all sweaty if you played hard.

I hope this helps you know more about me.  I look forward to reading about and learning about you.
