Name: _________________________
                                                   Class______________     
E=mc2  Excellence = Many Challenging Choices
Described

Part A: Explanation

E=mc2 , or  “Outside challenge assignments” is a grading category that is used by all science teachers at ARMS. It is designed to give you choices and challenges to extend and enrich your thinking in science.  You may use this to explore any area of science that interests you. Look at examples on the back. This category is worth 10% of your trimester grade.  Everyone starts with a 75 out of 100 points in this category.  Activities you do earn you specific points which increase this part of your grade.  Points will be awarded based on time spent, degree of difficulty and quality of the work.  For example, if you earn 15 challenge points during one trimester, you will end up with a 90% in the challenge category.  If you only do 2 challenge points during the trimester your challenge grade will be 77%.  You can earn up to 25 challenge points in a trimester.

Part B: Requirements
E=mc2 is designed to come from your interests and talents, so there are limitless possibilities for the types of projects you might choose.  All projects must include the following:

1. A statement of your research question (the original question that led you to this topic)

2. A properly-formatted (MLA) bibliography listing all the sources you used (remember any text used directly must be cited)

3. A record of the time you spent working on this and nothing else.
Part C: Keeping Track
You will keep a written log of your E=mc2  activities and the points you earned during the year.

Printable version online through your teacher’s website.

1. When you complete an E=mc2  activity of your choice, show evidence of completion to

      your teacher, and record it in your log.  Turn the log in to receive your points from your teacher. 

2. The log will be checked one week before the end of the trimester, and points finalized.

3. It is your responsibility to keep track of the log, your activities, and your points earned.

Independent Projects

A second type of challenge work you may choose to attempt is an independent project.  Independent projects allow you to study a topic in our current science unit in more depth.  Project ideas are included with the unit description.  You will research the topic independently and write a 2-3 page paper, a children’s book, or detailed poster on the topic.  An independent project will count the same as a test grade for the trimester.  Independent projects will not be accepted for credit until they are of sufficient quality to earn a 100%.  Mr. Kelly is happy to help students find resources and review progress to ensure the project will earn credit.
