Science Expectations and Procedures 2009-2010
Name 




Contact Information for Mr. Kelly
362-1927 (voice mail)

kellye@arps.org
http://www.arps.org/USERS/ms/kellye/index.htm (web site)

Materials
It is your organizational goal to easily find all your science materials everyday and have them out at the beginning of class.  Here are the materials you will need.
	1.  Pens/Pencils
	2.  Science Binder
	3. Spiral Notebook

	       4.  Assignment Book
	5.  Completed Homework (when assigned)


Binder

You will keep all homework and class work in order by number in your binder.  You can check the back bulletin board to see a copy of all handouts or you can check my web site.  Extra copies of all handouts can be found in the black filing crate on the table by the door and at my web site.  At the end of each unit, you will clean out your binder, and file all important work in the classroom filing cabinet.
Grades
You will earn grades in the following areas:
	Tests, Quizzes, Lab Reports, Projects 40%

Homework           25%
	Class Work   25%

E=mc2
    10%


Your grades will be available online through a link on my web site.
Homework

To be ready for class, it is important for you to come to class everyday with your homework completed to the best of your ability.  You can expect to have science homework 1-3 times per week and it will usually take from 10-30 minutes to complete.

I will assign two kinds of homework. 

1. In On Time homework which I will grade for completeness.

2. Graded homework I will grade for completeness and understanding.  Graded homework is usually worth twice as much as In On Time homework.
Late Homework
1. All homework must be complete by the beginning of class on the day it is due.

2. If homework is not complete on time, the assignment must be completed and turned in by 3:30 Friday the week it is assigned for reduced credit.

3. If homework is not completed by Friday, it will earn no credit. 
4. If something unusual is happening in your life, speak with me about an extension.  For example, I have given extensions for happy things like students in major theater productions, or bar mitzvahs, and for sad things like serious illness or death in the family.  I want to work with you to find a fair solution to home work during times like these.
If You Are Absent
1. If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to complete all work you missed. Staying after school the day after an absence to meet with all your teachers is the best strategy to make sure you know what to do to catch up. If something unusual is happening in your life, speak with me and we will work out a fair solution. 
2. In addition, check the back bulletin board for notes or handouts you may have missed and then find a copy in the black crate or at my web site.  Check with me to see if there is important class work you need to make up.  
3. If you are absent on the day something is due, it will be due on the day you return.  
E=mc2 (Excellence = Many Challenging Choices)
Everyone is expected to independently complete challenge work.  That means you need to find something of interest to you related to science, learn about it and then share what you learned.  The more involved the learning, the more points you will earn.  Each trimester, you will need to earn 25 points to earn an A for this part of your grade.  See Mr. Kelly’s website for more ideas.
Examples of work you can do:

1. Read a book or a magazine or newspaper article about science
2. Complete a science experiment or activity

3. Complete an online science activity

4. Research a science topic of interest

Examples of showing your work:

1. Write and submit a summary of what you learned

2. Make a poster of what you learned and hang it in the classroom

3. Share what you learned with the whole class in a short lesson

4. Print out and submit the final page of a completed online activity

Written work

1. I expect you to write in complete legible sentences.

2. You may use a pen, pencil or word processor for written work.

3. I expect you to turn in a paper copy of all your assignments unless you are instructed to do otherwise.  You may email your work to school, but you will need to print it out before class for it to receive credit for being on time.

4. Copying someone else’s work is called plagiarism and is cheating.  You will not receive credit for copied work.  If you copy from a fellow student, they will not receive credit either.

Second Chances
If you are not satisfied with your grade on an assignment, you may redo and resubmit the assignment to earn more credit.  If you are unhappy with a grade on a test or quiz, you need to make an appointment with me to retake it.  Your new grade will be the average of the old and the new grade for that assignment.  
Classroom Expectations
You will be successful in my class if you can:
1. Treat all people and property with respect

2. Come to class prepared

3. Engage in class
Consequences

1. If you are late to class without a pass, you will receive a warning.  If you are late again during a trimester, you will serve a lunch detention each time you are late.  

2. You will receive a verbal warning for disrupting or being disrespectful during class.  If you receive two warnings, you will need to serve a detention.  I will determine if it is an after school detention with me on Thursday or a lunch detention.  I will also call home.  Three warnings will result in you being sent immediately to the office followed by a phone call home.
3. Significant disruption, disrespect or unsafe act will result in a minimum of you being sent immediately to the office followed by a phone call home.
Food and drinks in the classroom

You may chew gum in class as long as it is not disruptive and is disposed of properly.  You are encouraged to bring bottles of tap or spring water to class.  Because class is in the science lab, there is no eating in science class.
Bathroom, locker and water fountain

You are expected to plan your day so you can visit your locker, the water fountain and the bathroom during passing periods.  Once class has started, you may leave, only if you feel ill to go to the nurse or have a bathroom emergency.  Please ask me for a hall pass.
It is an In On Time homework assignment to return this letter with your signature and your parent/guardian signature.  You will than keep it in their science binder in case you or your parents/guardians need to refer to it.
Student Signature 





Parent/Guardian Signature  











