Mr. Newman’s Course Expectations 

Honors Algebra 1

2011 – 2012
This course is a challenging one, and by the end of the year we will have completed a course of study equivalent to the high school Honors Algebra I course.  Successful performance in this course and on the final exam at the end of the year will allow you the opportunity to take Honors Geometry or IMP 2 when you enter the high school in 9th grade.  Throughout the year, we will be building our understanding of the idea that mathematics is a tool that allows us to problem solve and communicate about our world.  We will do this through studying Algebra concepts such as linear, quadratic, and exponential functions, simplifying expressions and solving equations as well as the Pythagorean Theorem and other geometric properties.  You will be expected to take an active part your own learning and work independently as well as cooperatively with other students in the class.

Your grade final grade for the year will be determined as follows: 
· Tests, Quizzes & Projects………………….…………………… 55%

· Homework/Classwork ……………………………………………… 20%

· Participation/Binder ………………………..……………………… 10%

· Final Exams* ……………………………………………………………… 15%


* There will be two final exams, one in January for the first half of the year and one in June for the second half of the year. These will be averaged equally and will count for 15% of the overall grade.

Tests, Quizzes & Graded Work –. This part of the grade is based primarily on “getting it”.  No retakes will be given for tests & quizzes so be sure to prepare adequately. I will offer 25% back on what was missed but students must arrange with me to come in and talk it over with their corrections.
Since tests and quizzes are such an integral part of this course the atmosphere during testing situations is extremely important.  Any actions or behavior, which interferes with a testing environment, may result in losing points on that test.
Class work - This part of the grade is based primarily on “working on the task at hand”. It consists of the work done in the classroom (warm-ups, investigations, reflections, participation)

Homework - This part of the grade is based primarily on “practicing what we’ve learned” outside of the classroom.
Late Work – In order to receive full credit for an assignment, you must have it ready the day it is due.  Late homework will be given reduced credit provided it is submitted within a day of its original due date.  Graded work and other longer-term assignments will be accepted within a week of the due date, with a loss of points for each day late. 

Absences – When you are absent, you have two school days for each day you were absent to make up any work that you missed.  For example, if you are absent Tuesday, your work is due Friday.  On the day you return to school, it is your responsibility to collect missed work from me or another student.  You will often need to stay after school to get caught up on your work.  

The work that was due the day you were absent should be submitted the day you return to school.

After School Help – I encourage you to stay after school, especially if you are having difficulty with what we are learning in class.  Each week, I will be after school on Tuesdays until 4:00 pm - with an occasional exception - and you are welcome to stay Monday and Thursday from 2:30 - 3:00.  I am unfortunately unable to meet with students Wednesdays or Fridays.  Being curriculum leader my schedule does tend to change from time to time so make sure you check with me to make sure, don’t assume.
Behavior – The learning environment in Algebra is critical to success in the course.  As a result, students are expected to come into class prepared to work and uphold a high standard of behavior.  Students who misbehave will be held accountable for all their actions.

** All students are expected to help create and maintain the atmosphere of respect in the classroom.  Disrespect will not be tolerated. **

How to contact Mr. Newman:


E-mail: newmanj@arps.org


Phone (voicemail): 362-1902
Class Website: http://www.arps.org/USERS/ms/newmanj
