Seven Comprehension Strategies

Monitoring for Meaning – Being aware of whether you understand what is going on or not, and if you do not, knowing how to apply some fix-up strategies (e.g. rereading, using context clues, reading ahead, etc.)

Questioning – Asking questions to clarify meaning, to wonder about what’s next, and to focus your attention as a way to understand more deeply

Using Prior Knowledge (Schema) – Making connections between what you already know – your prior knowledge – and new unfamiliar information or ideas.  Connections can be to something in your life, something you read before, something you know about the world already, etc.

Determining Importance – Focusing on what is important (essential) and pushing aside the less important details.

Creating Mental Images – Picturing images in your head to understand better, to be more engaged, and to make learning more memorable.

Inferring – Drawing conclusions or making predictions as a way to better understand.

Synthesizing - Learning how to pull together and combine ideas into a new whole, deeper understanding.
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