Interesting Investigator!

Name_________________________
Group__________________

Book__________________________
Pages _______ to ________

Investigator: Your job is to dig up some background information that may be useful or interesting to your group.  Remember, this information should enhance your group’s discussion.  

Important note: you may NOT repeat a topic someone else in your group has investigated.  For example, if someone has researched the author, you may NOT do the same.  Find something new to investigate!

Ideas:
· Geography (maps) 

· Climate 

· Weather 

· Plants and animals

· History of where the book takes place

· About the author’s life 

· About other books the author has written

· Information about what the world was like when the book takes place (clothing, politics, important events)

· Finding answers to questions that come up in conversation: were women really treated that way at that time?  Is it true that you can eat those plants?  Find out!

THIS IS NOT A RESEARCH PAPER.  Just investigate what interests you, and use it to help the group get to know the book a little better.  This should be between 1 paragraph and 1 page of NEW information (something you did not know before).  Use the back of this paper or attach your own.

Some ways to gather information:

Library books, On-line resources, Interviews with people who may know something about the topic, Encyclopedias, Maps, Librarians, other teachers, Text books

Plan ahead if you need to use the library!

How to share:  Share your new information with your group when the Discussion Director asks you.

