Vocabulary Master  

Monitor for Meaning!

Name_________________________
Group__________________

Book__________________________
Pages _______ to ________

Vocabulary Master: Your job is to define words that may be important, new, or unknown to your group.
When you come across a word you don’t know, you can often figure out what it means by using the other words and nearby sentences.

An example from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain:

Quote: “As Tom wended to school after breakfast, he was the envy of every boy he met because the gap in his upper row of teeth enabled him to expectorate in a new and admirable way.” (Ch. 6) 

Clues: in the sentence, he can do it through a hole in his teeth, it is something boys admire

Prior knowledge: Tom and his friends like gross things (dead cats, sore toes, and so on)

My guess: it means spit

Dictionary definition: spit

1. Find 4 words in your reading you do not know or that you think others may not know.
2. On the back of this paper, write down the quotes where you found the words, figure out clues and your prior knowledge. Then, make your best guess as to what the word means. Finally, check your guess in the dictionary.  (Please tell me if you need to borrow a dictionary.)
How to share:

When the Discussion Director asks you, share at least 2 of the words you found.  Share all the work you’ve done for these words, it is a good learning technique for the others in your group to see how you figured out vocabulary.  Share the other 2 words if there is time at the end.
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