Team Indigo

Joint Course Expectations 2008
What parents and guardians need to know:
Contacting teachers:

Norm Price Science, 362-1902 (voicemail), PriceN@arps.org

Heather Sullivan-Flynn English, 362-1909 (voicemail), Sullivan-FlynnH@arps.org

Robin Clifford Social Studies, 362-1911 (voicemail), CliffordR@arps.org

Dorry Gardner Special Education, 362- 1932 (voicemail), GardnerD@arps.org

Susan Shellenberger English, 362-1943 (voicemail), ShellenS@arps.org

Homework:

· If your child needs extra help getting homework done or just a place to sit down and work, Team Indigo teachers are available after school.

· To simplify things for students who want to find us after school, we’ve each taken a day so your child will easily be able to find us: Ms. Sullivan-Flynn and Ms. Shellenberger will be after on Mondays; Ms. Clifford on Tuesdays; and Mr. Price on Thursdays and Mrs. Gardner will be available Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.
· There is a late bus from ARMS at 4:00.  After staying with a teacher, students will be given a pass to the Late Bus Waiting Room if they are planning to go home on the late bus.

· Academic Check In is where we write down what is happening in our classes for the week.  Find it by going to arps.org/ms/ and clicking on Academic Check In. Then, look for Team Indigo!
Absences:

· If your child is absent, he or she should stay after school on the day they return.  This is a good time to see teachers and to get any missed work.

Materials:

· Students are expected to have binder they carry with them containing sections for their English, Social Studies, and Science classes.  Some student choose to have separate binders for each class (just be careful of heavy backpacks!).
· Students should have an ample supply of pens, pencils, and paper, a homework folder, and write daily assignments in their assignment books.
· If students are coming home with very heavy backpacks,  it might be related to the materials they are bringing to and from school each day (and they might not need them all).  Encourage your child to bring home only the books/binders he or she needs that night.

Parent conferences:

· For a conference with the team, please call our guidance counselor, Mr. Talib Sadiq at 362-1843.

In the classroom, students are expected to:

· arrive to class on time and prepared.  

· follow the guidelines outlined in the ARMS Student and Family Handbook
· participate in class and complete work in and out of class.  

· be curious, responsible, supportive, cooperative and respectful.

Assessment:

· We take grading and assessment seriously.  Grading informs our students and you, parents and guardians, of their progress and growth.

· We will send home mid-trimester progress reports and end-of-trimester report cards.  These will contain letter grades and comments, evaluating students’ homework, tests, quizzes, projects, participation and class work. 

What Team Indigo students should know and be able to do at the end of eighth grade:

· Work cooperatively

· Improve organizationally

· Listen well 

· Participate in all aspects of class

· Become more independent workers in and out of class

· Recognize their strengths and challenges

Course Overview 


Team Indigo Science 8  


Mr.  Price 

Science 8 is part physics, part chemistry, and part technology. We will be studying science using a hands-on, minds-on, laboratory-based approach.  The course is designed to stimulate an interest in science and develop a solid grasp of fundamental science concepts and skills. 

Habits of mind: 

Listening and self-direction will help us do experiments to develop science skills. Participation and organization will help us read and discuss a variety of texts to gain understanding of concepts.  Homework will review concepts and will allow students to practice writing and help us to study for test and quizzes.  Challenge opportunities will be offered to and designed by students who want to go beyond what we do in class. These underlined words serve as grading categories in my grade book. 
Students will know and be able to do: 

Experimental design:  How do scientists gain knowledge?  

1. We will do science by asking questions, making observations, developing hypotheses, designing experiments, gathering, organizing, and analyzing data and then developing, communicating, and critiquing scientific explanations.  
Properties ofxe "Matter:Properties of" Matter:  What is big or small? 
2. We will make observations with measurement tools to help develop concepts of volume, weight,xe "weight" mass, and density and explore where we see these in the world. xe "mass"
Heatxe "Energy:Heat" Energy:  Why do things get hot or cold?  

3. We will explore heat and temperature and how they are related to particle motion. This will help us describe what happens to particles during changes in state and understand why these changes are important and useful.

Elements, Compounds, and Mixtures: Why do things change or stay the same? xe "Elements, Compounds, and Mixtures"
4. We will develop concepts of mixturesxe "mixtures", pure substancesxe "pure substances", atoms, molecules, compounds, and elements and use these to explore physical and chemical changes and apply these ideas to changes we see in the world. 

Motion ofxe "Objects:Motion of" Objects and Forms of Energy:  Why do things move or stop?  

5. We will examine and build moving things and graphically describe their motion This work will help us xe "speed"explore the concept of energy and inertia and differentiate between forms of energy we see in the world, 
Engineering Design:  How do we solve problems using science? 
6. We will build things using the engineering design process to identify the problem, research the problem, develop possible solutions, select the best possible solution, construct prototypes, test and evaluate them, communicate the solution, and redesignxe "Engineering Design:steps of". We will use the universal systems modelxe "universal systems model": (goal, inputs, processes, outputs, and feedback) to make machines complete a function. 

I assess students through homework assignments, some quizzes and tests, and lab work. Additionally, students’ class work and participation factor into their grade.  The typical grade breakdown can be seen below but it can vary some depending on the mix of assignments in the trimester.  

30% Understands concepts (usually tests, quizzes and projects)

20% Homework done on time

20% Organizes materials and Listens

10% Class work and participation

10% Writes clearly

10% Seeks challenge

A more detailed description of the challenge component will be coming home in the near future. Grades are available on line and can be found on the Indigo web site. Ask your child or me for the username and password.
Overarching Enduring Understanding for Social Studies:

The promise of America is one of opportunity.   America’s story must be told from diverse perspectives to understand how access to opportunities changes over time.   Because the struggle for opportunity continues today, we have a responsibility to shape American society to make the promise a reality.  

Unit Enduring Understandings
Political Change 

People establish order in their communities through a system of government.  

Our nation was founded on democratic ideals which allow people to shape 

the government.
Political changes transformed America as people acted to create a government according to their interests, needs, and values.

Inquiry and Evidence

To make sense of the past it is essential to study evidence from multiple viewpoints.

The experiences of people are shaped by the culture and time in which they live.

Technological Change

New technology changes the way people live. 

Americans in the 19th century experienced a time of dramatic technological change.

Technological innovations in areas such as industry, transportation, and communication provided opportunities and challenges in people's daily lives and in American society.

Cultural Interactions and Change

As nations expand they experience changes. 

New cultural interactions resulted from America's expansion in territory and population. 

By the end of the 19th century, America developed an identity as a diverse nation.

Conflict, Compromise and Change


Conflict emerges when nations fail to reach political compromise. 

The enslavement of African Americans contradicted America's founding 

democratic principles. 

The inability to resolve the issue of slavery and other sectional conflicts led to civil war. The war ended slavery, but the struggle for democracy continued.

Social Change*  

Individuals and groups act to improve the quality of life in their communities. 

American reformers worked to transform society according to their interests and values. 19th century reform movements created opportunities for many Americans.

*Embedded within units throughout the year
Social Studies Skills

In addition to improving skills students learned and used in previous grades, eighth grade Social Studies students learn to:

Think chronologically 


        
Engage in historical analysis and interpretation


Comprehend a variety of historical sources 
Engage in issues-analysis and decision-making     

Conduct historical research 

Social Studies Grading System

Class Work  (20% of Trimester Grade)  Work intended to be completed during class is usually graded on a check mark system.  A check mark means the work was completed with reasonable effort and accuracy.  It is equal to an 85%.  A check plus indicates exceptional effort was given to the assignment.  It is equal to 100%.  A check minus indicates the work was incomplete, inaccurate, or was not given sufficient effort.  It is equal to a 65%.  
Homework (25% of Trimester Grade) In general, homework is given daily.  Social Studies homework turned in one day late can earn up to 80%.  Social Studies homework turned in two days late can earn up to 60%. Homework turned in later than two days after the date due loses 10 more points per day.  If more than three assignments are missing, a detention will be issued.  During that detention, the student will be required to make up any missing work.
Quizzes  (20% of Trimester Grade)  A quiz is a short assessment which deals with a section of information within a unit.  Current events, vocabulary, and geography quizzes are examples.  Binder checks count here, too.
Tests, Projects, and Papers (25% of Trimester Grade)  A test is a much longer assessment which deals with all the information in a unit.  Tests will be announced well ahead of time and will require study time both within class and on your own.  Projects are long-term assignments (individual or group) and will vary throughout the year.  Directions will be handed out well in advance of the due date and will include a rubric or other information about how that project will be graded.  Essays and research papers which require more than one draft are also included in this category.  Challenge project scores will be averaged into this category, as well.
Class Preparation  (10% of Trimester Grade)  Class preparation grades are taken occasionally.  You must have all of your materials in class (a writing utensil, homework, binder, and assignment notebook) and stow your backpack on the counter to receive a 100% for the day.
Overarching Enduring Understanding for English:

Language and literature are essential tools for managing, creating and responding to change with knowledge, insight, intent and an understanding of essential characteristics that endure throughout these changes.

By the end of grade 8 English, students will be able to think, speak, write, and read critically on the following unit Enduring Understandings:
Speaking Out

Speaking out against injustice creates empowerment.
analyzing this theme through literature circles and exploring persuasive speech writing and Langston Hughes’s poetry

Drama

We read Shakespearean plays because they are universal, timeless, and relevant to our lives.


reading A Midsummer Night’s Dream and understanding both its language and relevance today
Transformation

Change is an inevitable part of life; with intention, we can make change transformational.

through literature circles, analyzing this theme and exploring both creative and analytical writing
Humanity

Humanity is made up of several factors, including our aspirations and treating others with dignity.  If either factor is missing, humanity is lost.

examining character and literary devices though Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men 
Coming of Age Narratives
When coming of age experiences are shared honestly they have the potential to change and impact others’ lives.
focusing on improving writing skills while reading and writing Coming of Age stories in America Street and Coming of Age in America
Additionally, students will move forward on the spectrum of the following English Language Arts standards and skills:

· Analyze literature thematically- looking for connections to their lives and to other subjects through reading widely
· Converse with peers about literature in a meaningful way

· Understand their own growth and learning in reading and writing

· Look through multiple perspectives in literature and writing

· Indulge their curiosity and imagination through reading and writing

· Write effectively, persuasively, to reflect, to explain, and to analyze
· Expand writing skills and tools, such as style, word choice, voice, and mechanics

· Use multiple writing genre for different audiences and purposes

· Continue to improve process writing (especially revising!)
Assessment in English class:

I assess students through homework assignments, some quizzes and tests, many writing assignments and projects.  Additionally, students’ class work factors into their English grade.  The precise percentages vary slightly from trimester to trimester depending on the combination of assignments I give, but typically the grade breakdown looks like this:
20% Class work

10% Homework

30% Quizzes or smaller projects or writing assignments

40% Tests or larger projects or writing assignments

I also strive to differentiate my curriculum so that each child is appropriately challenged at his or her level.  I hope you’ve had an opportunity to look at the Challenge Work in ARMS English document I sent home recently; there will be 5 times during the year your child will have an opportunity to elect to complete Challenge Work in English.  I have told my students that this decision is theirs, but should be made with input from both you and me.  Students will work on and revise their Challenge Work, and turn it in for credit when it is A+ quality work.  At that time it will be factored into their trimester grade as a Test grade.  Please, don’t hesitate to contact me with questions about Challenge Work.
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Team Indigo

Refrigerator Notice
Contacting Us

You or your parents or guardians may contact your teachers using email or voicemail.  We will do our best to respond within 24 hours.  

Team Indigo Advisors and Teachers
Name



Subject

Email: 


Voicemail:
Robin Clifford


Social Studies

CliffordR@arps.org

362-1911

Heather Sullivan-Flynn
English

Sullivan-FlynnH@arps.org
362-1909

Norman Price


Science

PriceN@arps.org

362-1902

Dorry Gardner  

Special Education
GardnerD@arps.org

362-1932

Susan Shellenberger

English Ind. Study  
Shellens@arps.org

362-1943

Deborah Dubock 
Reading Writing Research 
Dubockd@arps.org 

362-1942
Ken Jacque


Physical Education
JacqueK@arps.org 

362-1958
Jonathan Newman

Math


NewmanJ@arps.org

362-1917
To schedule a parent/guardian conference contact

Guidance Counselor 

Talib Sadiq Office   
sadiqt@arps.org 

362-1843
After School Help Schedule
What you should know:

· After school help begins at 2:30.  You need a pass from a teacher if you arrive after that time.

· After school help ends at 3:30.  Students can go to the late bus waiting room at 3:30 with a pass from their teacher.

· Late buses run M, T, Th, not Wednesday or Friday
· If you need help outside of this schedule, talk to the specific teacher directly and make an appointment. We are here after school most days. 
Mondays:  
Ms. Sullivan-Flynn  C-9; Ms. Shellenberger  C-1L;   Ms. Gardner C-15a
Tuesdays:  
Ms. Clifford      C-11,   
Ms. Gardner C-15a
Wednesdays: 
Teacher meeting day, no regular after school help available.

Thursdays:
Mr. Price
C-2, Ms. Gardner C-15a

Friday: 
No after school help available
We are looking forward to a stimulating year educating the young people (and their inquisitive minds) of Team Indigo.  

************************************************************************************
 Please detach and send back to Ms. Clifford  by Friday, September 26:
I have read Team Indigo’s 2008 Joint Course Expectations

(please both sign and print name)

(your child’s name)

