THE AMHERST-REGIONAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Serving Amherst, Pelham and the Amherst-Pelham Region 


Student ACHIEVEMENT & Accountability
413-362-1871 (phone)
170 Chestnut  Street
413-549-9834 (fax)

Amherst, MA   01002
Dear Parent or Guardian:
Under the federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001, each state is required to assess all local school districts to determine if each district has made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) toward meeting the academic testing standards and additional measures set by the state. AYP determinations are based on the results of MCAS tests in English language arts (ELA) and mathematics and the district’s attendance rate and graduation rate.

District AYP determinations are based on three grade spans: 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. If the district has not made AYP for two consecutive years for all three grade spans in a subject, it is identified for “improvement”. 

District AYP determinations include all students in the district, including those who are placed in private settings and educational collaboratives for the purpose of receiving special education or other services. Moreover, district AYP results include all students enrolled in the district, while school AYP results only include students enrolled in the school as of October 1, 2010 and tested in the same school in the spring of 2011.

As of the 2010-2011 school year, our district has been identified for improvement because one or more student groups in each of the district’s three grade spans did not meet academic proficiency targets in ELA or mathematics.  

Because of this designation, the district must develop a plan for improvement. One important component of this plan will be parent involvement in both the development and implementation of the plan.  

We are doing many things to improve teaching and learning in the district, including:

· We are providing high-quality professional development for instructional staff that focuses primarily on improved instruction; 
· We are working with a consultant on Response To Intervention (RTI) and making data-based decisions; 

· We are revamping our District Accommodation Plan (DCAP) and Child Study team process to better plan interventions for struggling students;

· Implementing work to build Professional Learning Communities at each grade-level, and across schools in content areas;

· We are implementing strategies grounded in scientifically based research that will strengthen instruction in core academic subjects; 

· We are providing after-school tutoring and homework help for students needing more support;

· We are utilizing more evidence-based interventions in math and language arts to support students struggling academically; 

· Our PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions and Support) work is improving the school climate in all of the district schools and the learning environment for our students.

We encourage you to become involved in helping us improve our district. Some of the ways you can become involved are:

· Attending parent-teacher meetings and other special meetings;

· Serving as a volunteer in your school or in the district;

· Encouraging other parents to become involved.

If you have any concerns about your child’s enrollment in their current school, please contact me at your earliest convenience.  Together, we can discuss any questions you have and explore any options available to better serve your child.  Feel free to contact me also if you want more information on participating in the district improvement process.   

Sincerely,

Dr. Marta Guevara, Director 

Student Achievement and Accountability

