AMHERST REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE ADVISING PROGR AM

COLLEGE SELECTION AND APPLICATION PROCEDURES

Introduction: Congratulations on earning senior status! We lyopehave enjoyed your summer and are now
ready to return full of energy and enthusiasm faurysenior year.

If you have any interest in applying to two or fog@ar colleges for admission this year, there areraber of things
you should have already done and/or that you nedd,tor think about, very soon. They are defibeldw, in this
handbook. It contains a lot of important inforroatfor seniors. Please read it carefully, shanatht your
parents/guardians and keep it for future refereticgou plan well and do things early you will addbwn on your
stress. Remember that your best work is rarelihrtogether at the last minute. You will wanstomw your best
self in your applications.

1. Take Control of this ProcessThe college admissions process provides the oppitytior you to learn more
about yourself and to decide what is most importaryou and your family. It's really all about h@ncollegdits
you. Think about the following: Why is going tollege important to you? How far from home are yalling to
be? Are you looking for a particular academic pangor environment? How important are the phydazdtion
and surroundings? Are you interested in starttrgy@mmunity college? How important are financial
considerations? How much debt are you willingicur? How important are the characteristics ofstiiélent body
— diverse, conservative or liberal, religious, ttiadal, individualistic..? Do you want Greek life (fraternities and
sororities) or do you have an aversion to it? Wdad of athletic or other extra-curricular expeiges are you
seeking? Do you need easy access to public trelaspa? Do you hope to avoid air travel? How aripnt is it
that your classes be of a particular size or tabghgrofessors rather than graduate students?/d\réooking for a
particular type of study abroad program? Woulddi sex” education be good for you? Do you neetial
services of any kind? Is it important to you thatir college have a recognized name? You willlide o find the
fit you are looking for in colleges that are safiends for you as well as in good target schools r@adhes. You will
likely find that you need to prioritize your pre¢gices; this may involve some compromise!

It is important for you to seek help from the cgieadvisor and your guidance counselor. All qoestare good
qguestions. None of your classmates has ever gwoegh this process before so you probably shootidount on
them to provide answers to whatever questions wwe.h Explore your options; visit campuses; goasses; talk to
college students and professors; ask about cdifegacademics, extracurriculars, internshipsDiscuss your
observations with people who are important to ygou may find that you keep changing and that yautlinking
differently next April than you are now. This pess of self-discovery and growth can be stresisiilit should
also be enjoyable.

You might want to sign up for some free e-mail g% to aid you in your thinking about this process

» The Massachusetts Educational Financing Authotityav.mefacounselor.orgrovides free, short bi-monthly
newsletters on college admissions and financing.

» Peter Van Buskirk’s free weekly college planninggphtwww.theadmissiongame.com/blogffers worthwhile
commentaries on a variety of timely Topics.

2. Take your academics very seriously this yearColleges are most interested in your senior yeza@g. This is
your best chance to show that you are ready the&inhd of work that colleges will expect from yowe will send
colleges your transcript and the most recent gradeeport we have at your time of application. This an be a
Progress Reports.That means if you are applying to colleges withyedeadlines or rolling admission, you should
start out very strong. In addition, we will senthal-year report consisting of your first trimesteport card and
second trimester progress report to all collegeshich you apply, even if you have already beereptaxl. Strong
second trimester grades can come in handy if yaliyffourself on a waiting list for a college you kdp attend.
Seniors truly have no time for procrastination!rlizaenioritis can make life difficult. Try hard tvoid getting it!

3. Open a Naviance Family Connection account if yohave not already done soEncourage your
parents/guardians to do the same. See a Guidacretes® if either you or your parent/guardian neleelp with
your account. Use this wonderful resource to ledoout yourself, careers, colleges and scholarshgdse the



personality and career interest inventories. ltigate recommended careers. Do college sear@igs.up for
college visits to ARHS. Request that transcripis @commendations be sent on your behalf. (Seadtitional
instructions later in this handbook for more infatmon.)

4. RecommendationsMake sure that two teachers have agreed to wigtammendations for youlndicate the
teachers who will be writing for you in “collegeslieges I'm applying to/recommendations/add tedcimer

Naviance. Your teachers will upload the lettbesytwrite for you.If you have not yet arranged for
recommendations, you should do so ASAP. You mmisaie this process and follow it through. FERR¥ernse

forms for you to complete and give to your recomdieg teachers are available in the Guidance Office.
REMINDER : Teachers are under no obligation to honor leggiests, so remember the magic words, “please” and
“thank you.”

The Guidance Office will submit all teacher recomah&tions that are uploaded to Naviance on or bé&bateber
24 for students applying early and by Decemberot 3tudents applying under a regular decision @nogrlt is
your responsibility to gently remind your teachtersake care of this function. Again, “please” dtithnk you” go
a long, long, way.

The Guidance Office cannot send letters from anyoneho is not an ARHS teacher.If you request a
recommendation from an employer, supervisor, cell@pfessor, outside coach, private music or deeaeher,
clergy person or other adult who has somethingfiignt to add to your application, you must pravitim/her with
stamped, addressed envelopes for all of your cedleg

5. Confidentiality: With Naviance Family Connection every student whibapply to a college that uses the
Common Application (including UMass) must compléteFERPA (Family Education Rights and Privacy Act)
statement. Naviance cannot send your letterscofmenendation until you do it. You must also gigadhers the
signed FERPA release on our own paper forms féeges that do not use the Common Application. Mstngents
apply to both kinds of colleges so be sure to db basks. Students who apply only to communityegms do not
need to complete the Naviance FERPA form, but #heuld complete the paper form.

Naviance FERPA instructions:

a) Open a Common Application account agvww.commonapp.org

b) In Naviance, under “Colleges/Colleges I'm Appling To,” there is a blue box that contains the FERR
statement. This is where you will provide your Cormon Application user name and password so that
Naviance can connect with your Common Application ecount.

¢) Complete the waiver statement(We usually advise that students waive their rightsead their
recommendations. Some teachers will not write thahass you do.)

6. Complete the online “Senior Questionnaire for Gllege Conference” under “About Me” at
www.connection.naviance.com/amherst This form provides information we need for advisyoy and writing
school recommendations required by many colledfgs.a long form which can be saved and completeat time.
Try to get started on it ASAPMeetings with the college advisor will not be scheded and counselor
recommendations will not be written without it.

Parents/guardians are invited to open their owow@aas in Naviance so they can assist you with yollege
research. They may complete the Parent/Guardiestignnaire for Senior College Conference if thvesh.

7. Fall Meeting With College Advisor: Schedule a meeting ASAP with Myra Ross, the colkdesor, regardless
of how definite or indefinite your post-high sch@bdns are. There are ideas and procedural gieatthat should
be reviewed to ensure that options will be avaddblyou and that your applications will be propevaluated. If
you are confused about what you want to do aftargraduate, this conference may help you in consigé¢he
many options you have.

8. College entrance examinations.Check to see what tests are required by the aslggu are considering. The
SAT Reasoning test is usually required or recomraéndnd many highly selective colleges and unitiessalso
require or recommend two SAT Subject tests. No Weaa colleges any longer routinely require threlgjact tests.
Consult websites if you are applying to speciagpams. The ACT may be a good testing alternativerfany



students. It can usually be substituted for boeéhSAT and two SAT subject tests. Again, consallege websites
for specific requirements. You can register oniith a credit card or a fee waiver for both telig, SAT at
www.collegeboard.comand the ACT aivww.ACTstudent.org. Paper registration forms are available in the
Guidance Office. If you need SAT help of any kil can call 1-866-756-7346.

Test Preparation: A free SAT tutorial program called Method Test Pigpvailable to you through Naviance
(under “Colleges”). It is designed to be used lboer per week for each of nine weeks. Of coursecan do it
much faster. There are two full-length practicstdeo take after completing the program. It wdaddvery wise for
you to make use of this free preparation opporyurftlan your study schedule. Do not leave yostrieeparation
for the last minute.

Send your test scores officiallyARHS does not include standardized test scoregnsdripts. All scores must be
sent directly from the test companies to your gateand to the NCAA if you are hoping to partiogoat athletics af]
either the D1 or D2 levels. Be sure to provideARRHS school code (220015) or we will not receieeilyscores
and will not be able to share them with collegabdy do not receive them for some reason. Wave&AT scores
electronically from the College Board and uploaghthinto Naviance. If your scores are not listeatehyou
neglected to include the ARHS code. Call the @allBoard to add the code.

SAT scores can be sent free to four colleges &tragon or within eight days of test time, ory fofee, you can
send scores any time. Students on free or reduoesllunch are entitled to eight free SAT scommorés. Send SAT
or ACT scores online from your account.

Score Choice: The College Board uses a Score Chioigystem. This means that in many cases you will be abl
choose the Reasoning or Subject Test scores ydutovisend to the colleges to which you are applyigvill not
be possible to pick and choose between Reasonsigsilib-scores, but you can select the individub|egt Test
scores you wish to send, regardless of the test dginilarly, if you take the ACT more than once you carsend
the scores from whichever test date(s) you prefer.
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Score choice may not always be your best optioft will be most useful in helping you choose betwgeur SAT
subject test scores. You will want to send SAT Reamy Test scores from multiple dates if your hgjlgub-scores
come from different test administrations. Rementbat in almost all cases colleges will considdy gour highest
SAT sub-test scores, so sending all scores is lyghal best practice. This is not as universatlier ACT. Consult
individual college websites for information abowththey interpret the ACT.

Be aware that some highly selective colleges wilbhaccept Score Choice. They will want to see alff your
scores. Consult individual college websites or degeboard.com for a list of those colleges.

Test-optional colleges: Many colleges are now “tesptional.” This means that they do not require that you send

SAT or ACT scores for admissions considerationt &liatest optional policies are the same. Sonlleges require
a minimum GPA before tests are optional. Someegeh require subject tests instead of the Reasadeisigor the
ACT. Other colleges want samples of written woBe aware that some “Test Optional” colleges welsider your
scores if you send them. Others will consideresonly if they help. Read the colleges’ webdit@soughly, and
carefully consider where to send your scores. v&ea.fairtest.orgfor a complete list of these colleges. Later in
this handbook you will find a condensed list ot4egtional colleges to which ARHS students ofteplgp

Test waivers for students with special needStudents with documented learning disabilitie®whve either an
IEP or a 504 plan can request that SAT or ACTexbe waived in the admission process AT MASSACHUEE
STATE UNIVERSITIES AND UMASS CAMPUSES ONLY. You mstisubmit paper copies of your special
education diagnostic testing report and your IEBG# plan to the college’s admissions office ptoothe
application deadline. Send both because diffexampuses prefer different documents. This maingur own
responsibility. The institution will determine wther a waiver will be granted.

What about testing accommodation® Students with Individualized Educational Plan§@4 plans who use
extended time testing or other accommodationshaiad@nd who wish to have these accommodationsAdn S
Reasoning or Subject Tests or the ACT need to atipdgtly to the testing companies for them. Thbhguld see
their special education liaison or guidance cownsegtll in advance of registration deadlines fatinctions on how
to use the online application for eligibility. Thesting agencies make the final determinationraigg
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accommodations. This can sometimes take severahsoso families should begin the application psscas early
as possible — ninth or tenth grade is best. ($isdeith IEPs are not required to submit test ststweMassachusetts
public universities.)

SAT REGISTRATION DEADLINES FOR THE FALL
NOTE: Register immediately at collegeboard.conydiu plan to take the October test. The ARHS teét flls
quickly. October, November and December testsgiven at ARHS.

Date of Test Registration Deadline Tests Location
October 1, 2011  September 9 (late 21), 2011 SATésubests ARHS
November 5, 2011 October 7 (late 21), 2011 SATj&uests ARHS*gee notg

December 3, 2011 November 8 (late 20) 2011 SATEudjests ARHS
January 28, 2012 December 30 (late Jan 13) 2011 /Sject Tests Northampton & Private High School

*Language with listening tests on this day onlp@avate high schools.

NOTE: SAT and ACT scores from the October administratidharrive at colleges in time for early
decision/action deadlines. The November test somikarrive in time for early decision/action diiaes at many
colleges. December scores are good for regulasidaat almost all colleges. January scores ezefed by some
colleges. Check your colleges’ websites to be.sure

ACT REGISTRATION DEADLINES FOR THE FALL
Checkwww.actstudent.orgfor locations. (The closest sites for the Septmild test are in East Longmeadow or
Monson, MA, or Brattleboro, VT). The ACT is negiven at ARHS. October and December tests arengive
elsewhere in the Pioneer Valley.

Test date Registration Deadline (Late Fee Required)
September 10, 2011 August 12, 2011 August 12261
October 22, 2011 September 16, 2011 Septembad 12011
December 10, 2011 November 4, 2011 Novembdd, 20411
TOEFL:

Students whose first language is not English (palerly foreign students who are in the U.S.A. onsa) should
consider taking the Internet-based Test of Englsh Foreign Language (TOEFL IBT) in addition te &CT or
SAT Reasoning and Subject tests. Sometimes, inamigmvhose first language is not English also hiefiefn
taking this test, even if you hold American citighip. If your first language is not English, catf read the
International Students section of websites fronheg@s to which you plan to apply to see whetherstoauld take
the TOEFL. Often this will depend on your SAT @dll Reading score.

Students should prepare carefully and should ttgke the TOEFL only once, in the fall of the senjiear. It is
expensive even with a partial fee-waiver. It isero schedule the date a few months ahead ¢éshelate, but a
minimum of three weeks is required. Registratind practice materials are available onlingratv.ets.org/toefl
Students will need to present a letter of iderdifizn from the Guidance Office on the date of #st.t Follow the
online instructions regarding the required idecdéifion materials very carefully. There are sevéfaktern
Massachusetts locations at which students cartth@k€OEFL. Sign up early for best choice of lomati The fee
for the TOEFL is $175. Partial fee waivers areilaée. The process for obtaining fee waiverseiggthy and
complicated and must be completed before you agieteg. See the secretaries in the Guidance ON&&P about
eligibility and procedures.

9. Fee Waivers If you are registered for the Free and RedugankR.unch program you will be eligible for
waivers for SAT and ACT registration fees, and iphwaivers for the TOEFL registration fee. Thes@not be
used during the late registration periods excepthfe October SAT. You will also be eligible fqy@ication fee
waivers. The savings will amount to hundreds dfade. All students who qualify for the Free anedrced Price
Lunch Program should sign up for it during thetfisgek of school in order to be eligible for a wexifor October
tests. See a Guidance secretary for a test wanes you have signed up for the lunch programo Ake a
Guidance secretary for application fee waivers wymnare ready to submit them.



. ARHS APPLICATION PROCEDURES AND FEES

All parents/guardians (or students over 18) mugt sur lime green “Release of Application Matefidsm
before any information or recommendations can bensited to colleges. Bring the signed form to adanice
secretary before September 30.

We will charge$3.00for each college or scholarship application we sdadtronically. The fee for each
college or scholarship application submitted onepapll be $5, the $2 differential to cover the tospostage
for the initial mailing and the midyear and finedniscriptsPlease pay by check (payable to ARHS) wheneve
possible.If you qualify for free or reduced price lunch, fdes will be waived.

Most students apply to colleges online. Regulaisien deadlines are most often January 1, Jarilior
February 1. Over 400 colleges including UMass-Arahese the Common Application and must accef it a
equal to their own application. The Common Apglimais available online atww.commonapp.org Consult
the Common Application website to learn whetherryanlleges use it. Some colleges accept their own
applications only.If you are applying to a Common Application schoolput are not using the Common
Application to do so, you must notify one of the Gidance Secretaries

Seniors will use Naviance Family Connection (comioacnaviance.com/Amherst) to request that we send
transcripts and recommendations to the collegastoh you are applying this year. We will be sendi
materials electronically to most colleges. Massaelts “state universities” and community colleggbnot be
ready to accept electronic submissions so we efilithem paper documents. You will be able tdtrac
materials that are sent electronically through Eage.

First, register for both Naviance and the Commoplisation. Consult last January’s e-mail from Nanda
Family Connection or see a Guidance secretaryufhave not yet registered for Naviance. Remenbezdord
your user names and passwords for both in a saée pl

Then go to “colleges/Colleges | Am Applying to”Naviance. An important privacy notice for the Coamm
Application will pop up. Bubble “Yes | do” or “Nodon’t” waive my rights to access. (NOTE - Counsglo
and/or teachers may choose not to give you a reesdation unless you waive the right of access.gcklthe
box for “I authorize all secondary schools...” Agtalir Common Applicationusername and password (not
your Naviance user hame and passwordiConfirm password and submi¥.ERY IMPORTANT -- TYPE
SLOWLY AND CAREFULLY TO BE SURE THAT YOU ARE ENTERI NG THIS INFORMATION
CORRECTLY.

Read the instructions from college websites fohezfg/our applicationgery carefully. Procedures and
deadlines are important and vary from school t@sth

Select your recommending teachers in Naviance uicdéieges/colleges I'm applying to/recommendatiaasl
teacher.”

Request ASAP that we send transcripts and recomatiend to the colleges to which you are applyibg. this
under Naviance/colleges/colleges | Am Applying ¥ou must click separately to request the transcmge
you have selected a college and an applicationlideadBe sure that you have chosen the correct deadlines
for all of your colleges in Naviance. We are deaidle-driven in sending your application materials. If

your deadlines are missing or incorrect, your mateals will likely be sent late. When in doubt about
deadlines or when you have a special departmentaéddline (audition, portfolio, or as in physical theapy
or nursing at some colleges), see a Guidance seargtwho will enter the correct deadline. This is stirely
your responsibility and is the biggest mistake thastudents make. It is best to check with a secretato see
that everything is entered correctly if you have ap doubt.

If your colleges use the Common Application you tralso select them on the Common Application welsit
the electronic connection with Naviance can be made

Well over 1500 college applications and transaéguests will be filed by the senior class. Mgxgileations
will be due between Novembet and February®l In order to do a thorough and accurate job ¥ergstudent,
we need as much lead-time as possible, espediallgaunselor recommendation is required. We wadb our

best for you so please complete your college questire and make your requests at lgaste weeks before
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your application deadline. (Remember if your application is due Janugfyréquests must be made by
December 1 to allow for the fact that secretarmaat work during the vacation.)

11. Be professional:Colleges will ask you for your e-mail address. ygl use it to communicate with you
about your application status. We strongly urge youse a “professional” e-mail address for thigppse; avoid
“cute.” Try not to use your school account becahseschool spam filter has blocked some of thegmitant
messages in the past. Also, remember that collegg<call your cell phone if you provide that numtmethem.
Keep your messages professional as well. Of cobeseery careful about what is on Facebook about yThings
you think are funny might come back to bite you.

12. Applying Early: Many students will want to slbmit some of their applications early (late Octobeand
November). There are several reasons for this inadling Early Decision, Early Action, and rolling admission
Students who will apply to out-of-state flagship wanisities should also apply by November for besincks of
admission because these institutions often havefestiate quotas and have become very populaicenteyears.
You must inform teachers and Guidance of your datBntions through Naviance ASAP, certainly bylyar
October. Be sure your deadlines are selected accurately ireMiance. See a Guidance secretary to explain any
special deadlines to be sure that the school matals for your applications go out on time.

Be sure that every document request that you nrakiaviance is accurate. If you change your mirfdrige
materials are sent, be sure to indicate that chanijaviance. If you delete colleges and then vtamtut them
back, use theRESTORE" feature. See Mrs. Tracy for help if this apptiegou.

Pay careful Attention to Deadlines: Each college is different! Some have regulariagion deadlines that are
similar to Early Decision/Action deadlines. Manrt scholarship deadlines are earlier than reqadanission
deadlines. Most deadlines refer to the postmarkaliew are “receive by” deadlines. If you haweagplication
with a “received by” deadline, yauustnotify a Guidance Secretary well in advance ofdeadline.

If you have a November 1 deadline Please use NewiBamily Connection by October 11 to requestweasend
your materials to the colleges of your choice. shill ensure that there is adequate time for teechnd counselors
to be sure they complete your recommendations @nsktretaries to send your materials on time.

A valuable workshop on the early decision processgnted by officials from the Amherst College €¥8 of
Admission and Financial Aid will be held on Mond&gtober 3rd at 2:30 p.m. in the choral room. tBee
“Deciding to Apply Under an Early Decision or EaAgtion Program” document later in this handbookrfore
information about early application programs.

Early Action at UMass: UMASS has a non-binding early actiorgpam. If you are considering attending UMass,
your SAT score (without writing) is at least 11@dd you have had solid steady grades while in ifiool with a
UMass weighted GPA of greater than 3.3 (add .5¢aumerical equivalent of your ARHS grades fordren
classes and 1.0 for AP courses to determine youadshveighted GPA), why not get your applicationearty?

The deadline to apply is Novembér. 1If you are accepted, you have until Maytd accept the offer. If you are
deferred, your application will be reconsidere@idagnd you will know that you need to work hardyonr
schoolwork and apply elsewhere as well.

University of California Schools — apply regularcid#on between Novembef' and November 3Bthe final
application deadline.

University of Michigan -- “receive by” early actiateadline of November 1.

University of Rhode Island -- Dec? freceive-by” scholarship and early decision deaalli Scholarships are
substantial.

Out-of-state flagship schools - apply before Novenb to ensure priority admission and housing
consideration.

New York State applications — priority deadline ed@mber 1

American University in Washington, DC has a tedieyal deadline of November'for both early decision and
regular decision applicants. After Nov. 1, scoresst be submitted

University of Massachusetts — Novemb&ifdr Early Action; January 15for regular decision.
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13. Rolling admission: Students who are applying to colleges with “rolladmissions,” often state colleges and
large private universities, should apply as easlpassible (November or December). The publiskeadiihes are
not target dates. Under “rolling admissions,” agiiaon is offered on a space-available basis, amgrbgram
desired can close before the application deadlR@ling means EARLY!

14. Choose Colleges CarefullyCollege admission has become very competitivefortunately, many students
spend most of their college search time lookingath schools, and a few that they would consikielyladmits.
This is one of the biggest mistakes students m&eg. close attention to good target schools, likelyits, and
economically safe schools that you would be hapmttend. You might find that you have to choose of them.
Even if your favorite colleges admit you, they niigbt offer the kind of financial aid you need.

You might want to do your own college searches teefioeeeting with me this fall. This would be espégiwise if
you have changed your mind about anything sincefiysumet with me. Here are some online addreas@agich
you can do free searches. They might generate semeadeas.

» www.connection.naviance.com/Amhersthis is the service to which our school subssjland through which
you will ask us to send school materials to youleges. The site has a career interest inventoaddition to
our own surveys. It also has an excellent “advaeeech” under “colleges” that can help you sed@giropriate
colleges to investigate further and visit. AlsoKdor colleges in the “Groups” section.

» www.collegeboard.contJse the College Match.

»  www.petersons.conClick "High School Students;" then "Find a Schpol

There are many excellent college search bookseomtrket as well. Browse through a book storefiedone or
two that seem to speak to you. You might wantuieipase different ones than your friends do socgmuexchange.

To find likely or safe colleges, look for collegimt have the programs, location, environment, siEgors,
activities, and other characteristics that youlao&ing for, but plug in lower GPA and SAT numbénan those you
have earned. Look for merit scholarships, honoognams and other attributes that appeal to y&ee (
meritaid.com for information about colleges thdeomerit scholarships.)

Don't forget about UMass! Read their website. Take a tour and attend amrirefion session. Their Open House
will be on Sunday, October 16th. There are mangdeoful programs there. Even though it is in yown back
yard, it might be a great option for you come spricommonwealth College, the UMass Honors Colleges, i
highly regarded nationally. If your UMass GPA is hgher than 3.8 and your SAT score without writing & over
1300 or your ACT score is over 29, you may be ellge and should definitely explore the program.

Selective private institutions seek good geogragifdistribution in their student body. The impticas: You are at
some competitive disadvantage in applying regignak., in the New England States; and conversaly, may
have a competitive edge in applying to schoolsobtitis area, especially in the South and Mid-Wé€&talifornia
and Middle Atlantic schools have less difficultyratting New England students.) Many fine inskins outside of
New England can save you money. This can offseetexpenses. Consider Canadian colleges and gitiesras
well.

14. Financial Aid: Unless you are certain that you and your pamiitb¥e able to pay for your entire college
education regardless of any change that might docgour family's financial circumstances in thexcniour years,
you should apply for financial aid. Some collegél$ not grant aid to anyone who did not apply fiorancial aid
before entering college. Some colleges requird-tieSA in order to consider a student for a meriagly

Beginning this fall, every college is required tvh a net price calculator on its website. Thiswator should give
you a reasonable estimate of the aid you can effmeoteach institution. Of course the informatigu input must
be accurate, and merit awards for which you aggléé may not be reflected on the calculator, baain be a
helpful tool to use.

For aid-eligibility, all colleges will require yoto file the Free Application for Federal Studentd AFAFSA at
www.fafsa.ed.gou (A paper version is available for download, the online version is faster and far easier to
amend). The FAFSA is required to get federal Ralhts, Direct Stafford and Perkins loans and weukysas well
as Massachusetts state grants for Pell recipiévigs1y private colleges will also require you teefthe CSS Profile
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at https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/index.j§fay close attention to each college's finandtaieguirements
and deadlines. They are all different, and theyrat flexible. Read college websites carefully.

Your first step is to get FAFSA PINs for yoursetidea parent frorwvww.fafsa.ed.gov You cannot complete the
FAFSA online without PINs. You cannot submit th®HSA until January but you can get your PINs earlie
Although PIN creation is now instant, it is wisepi@an ahead in case of technical problems! If fjod that you are
up against a financial aid filing deadline in thimtsr, you might be very glad you got your PINsglvance!

Most financial aid deadlines are February 1 orlbillé,some are earlier. Be sure to complete younddvy your first
deadline even if all of your information is not mmt. You can always amend later. ARHS will reo§tAFSA
completion event through the Massachusetts ColBag® Sunday program on a Thursday evening in Eteary.
Area financial aid experts will help you with yoesAFSA. Look for more information in January.

Atfter filing your financial aid forms, check withl@f your colleges to be sure that they receiveglinformation
they require. If a college informs you that yowd&deen selected for “verification,” you must asstomit your
completed, signed tax returns and W2 forms befotecan receive a financial package. Many libertal eolleges
“verify” every financial aid application. The fedé government requires that colleges randomlyfyeiti least 30%
of their applications.

16. Athletics: If you are hoping to participate h Division 1 or Division 2 athletics, you MUST be ertified as
eligible by the NCAA. Coaches will not talk to yowseriously unless they know for certain that you a eligible.
To apply for eligibility, go tovww.eligibilitycenter.org You must register, for which there is a fee. weevers are
available for students on the Free and ReducediLBnagram. You may request one when registeririg MCAA.
You must notify a guidance secretary that you haveequested a waiver in order for it to be processed
Registration involves requesting via Naviance thatsend your transcript to the NCAA, completingeamateurism
guestionnaire at the eligibilitycenter website &agling your official SAT or ACT scores sent to tH€AA (code
9999). You will also need to complete a secondtaarasm survey and request that we send your fiaakcript to
the NCAA after you graduate. If you are applyiodiivision 3 schools only you do not need to registith the
NCAA. To get a lot of information about college latics in general go to ncaa.org.

17. Scholarships: Many local businesses and pritgadonors offer scholarship awards to ARHS studentsin
late February a list of these offerings and a speadi ARHS scholarship application will be distributedto you

and posted in Naviance and on the ARHS websité&Someof the scholarship winners are determined by a
committee of ARHS teachers and counselors. O#wepients are chosen by the local donors. Mamyestts are
eligible for these scholarships as the criteriad@signed specifically to honor a wide variety dfi@avements. Read
the information and application instructions callgfand pay attention to our strict April 1 deadin Please put
some effort into completing these applicationghase is quite a bit of money available.

In addition to these local scholarships, the Guigabepartment keeps students informed about various
Massachusetts and national scholarships. Reguhegk Naviance under “scholarships” and requesteatjuired
documents under “colleges/transcripts/request ¢rgpts for scholarships or athletics” in Naviandeay careful
attention to morning announcements (also onlins}dg up to date about these awards. Deadlinestrice

Many ARHS students become eligible for tuition veas/at the Massachusetts state universities andst/Ma
campuses by virtue of their MCAS scores. You vetleive a letter in the fall if we are informedttizgau have
earned the qualifications for either the John abiyail Adams or the Stanley Koplik awards.

18. Community Colleges, Associate Degree Grantirgplleges and Technical SchoolsThere are many
outstanding and low cost two year schools for garigreral arts or specialized programs, or one gedificate
programs for specific professional/vocational iests. Talk with the college advisor about thed®np.

Automatic transfer agreements exist between Massatts community colleges and state colleges/usities. Ask
about the MassTransfer program. The Tuition AdegatProgram at Massachusetts community collegassall
students with a 3.0 G.P.A. at the community colliegel to receive a tuition discount at the Univgrsf
Massachusetts or Massachusetts state collegestiohaddly, some private colleges, including Amheidbunt
Holyoke, Smith, Cornell and others are activelykssgoutstanding students from community colleges.



All students enrolling at community colleges muadtet a placement test. We highly recommend thdests take
the Accuplacer practice tests before schedulingghkthing. If a student struggles with any éroékhe practice
tests, that student should delay taking the tetdts/he has had a chance to review. Compreherdsieaplacer
Preparation books are available onlindt#://www.mo-media.com/accuplacee also recommend the following
websites for reviewvnttp://www.studyguidezone.com/pdfs/accuplacertadigiuide.pdf
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/accogia
http://www.massasoit.mass.edu/acad_depts/sci_mativstudyguide.cfm

Students whose first language is not English acewaged to take the English fluency test befdtmgpthe
placement test.

19. Specialty Programs: Many colleges have specialized services for stgdeith learning differences
(disabilities), for students whose primary languegeot English and for students with other needspecialized
services. If you need special services it is adgdea for you to visit the appropriate office atleges in which you
are interested before applying, and certainly leefmcepting an offer of admission. Discuss yoedador
accommodations or special services with the colsslygsor. See the excellent article later in gasket for more
information. Translators for college advising $&ss are available upon request.

20. College Fairs:

> Western New England Universitywill host a NEACAC college fair Sunday, Septemb@&f, 2011 from 4:00
—6:00 p.m. in the Alumni Healthful Living CentefCheck their website for the list of colleges alréctions).

> The Hampshire County College Fairwill be held on the evening of Tuesday, Septer@i®r 2011 AT
Williston Northampton School in Easthampton, froriB— 8:30 p.m. Over 150 colleges will attend #wsnt.

» The NACAC Performing and Visual Arts College Fairwill be held on Wednesday, November 2nd at the
Boston Center for the Arts Cyclorama (539 Tremdné&) from 6:00 — 8:00 p.m. See
http://www.nacacnet.org/EventsTraining/CollegeHaiva/Pages/11PBos.asfor more information.

21. College Planning Workshops and Programat Amherst Regional High School and Amherst Lasservices.
Watch the ARHS Parent Newsletter and Aneher st Bulletin for announcements about these important events.

Recently LSSE has begun sponsoring fee-based wapksim the College Admissions process in conjunatiibh
Kaplan Inc. These are not sponsored by ARHS. Our programs ar&| free.

» SAT Practice Course Through LSSE
Ambherst Leisure Services (LSSE) will offer a sixsien course to prepare students for PSAT or SAT
Reasoning Test. The course meets from 3:00-4:3Mn&erst Regional High School Tuesdays and Thussday
October 11-27. Call LSSE at 259-3065 to regisiére cost is $135.

» Athletes and College Recruiting: Athletic Director Karen Keough-Huff and a paneleaberts will explain
athletic recruiting procedures and offer suggesttonstudents hoping to participate in collegeedits.
Date: Monday, September 19, 2011, 7:00 p.m.; LloeaARHS library

» [Essay Writing Workshop for seniors: Offered by the Smith College Director of Admissiptigs event is
sponsored by Smith College Alumnae Association.
Date: Monday, September 19, 2011, 7:00-9:00 p.oration: Smith College Campus Center, Carroll Room

» ARHS Workshop for Early Decision/Action Candidatesand Parents/Guardians: Panelists are Amherst
College admissions and financial aid experts
Date: Monday, October 3, 2011 (2:30 p.m. - 3:30..Location: ARHS Choral Room

» ARHS College Planning Workshop for Students Whosermary Language is not English
Date and Location: T.B.A.

» ARHS College Admission Night for Seniors and Pares{Guardians Panelists are admission and financial
aid experts from six area colleges
Date: Thursday, October 13, 2011, 7:00-8:30 pLwcation: ARHS Cafeteria



» ARHS Parent Center "Evening Coffee"College Advisor Myra Ross will make a presentationd answer
guestions about the college admissions procegfiodgh this is not exclusively for senior pareiits an
opportunity to ask lingering questions, and it'seretoo late to get started!

Date: Thursday, November 10, 2011; 7:00-8:00 p.m.:

» ARHS Financial Aid Workshop for Parents and Studens: College financial aid officials from UMass and
Ambherst College provide information about finangia -- completing FAFSA and CSS Profile and more
Date: Tuesday, November 15, 2011, 7:00-8:30 pg.otation: ARHS cafeteria

» FAFSA Completion Workshop: Local financial aid officers will assist families completing the FAFSA.
Bring W2's and tax returns — leave with an almashpleted financial aid application.
Date: Thursday, January 26, 2012 (tentative); LilonaARHS cafeteria

22. Many Paths Workshops at ARHS

The following three workshops will be offered aftehool as part of the Many Paths partnership geledmission
series, which was developed collaboratively betwaeassistant dean of admission at Amherst Colkayae
Amherst College students, the Youth Action Coatititmordinator, the ARHS 21Century After School program
coordinator and the ARHS college advisor. Redisinawill be necessary. More information to follow

» Admission Committee: be a part of the admissionrodtae at “Good College.” Read and evaluate real
applications and develop ideas to use in prepaug own materials.
Date: Tuesday, October 25; 3:00-4:15 p.m.

» Essay Writing: What makes a good essay and howaasmvoid writing one that will not be helpful your
candidacy? This workshop was prepared by an admgsounselor.
Date: Tuesday, November 8, 2011; 3:00-4:15 p.m.

» College mini-fair: Hear presentations and thenradewith former ARHS students about their college
experiences. What are different colleges like?atMid the ARHS alumni wish they had known thayttel
not know?

Date: Tuesday, November 22; 3:00-5:00 p.m.

23. Visiting College CampusesWe urge you to visit as many colleges as you céoréeapplying. This will help
you narrow your choices so you don't apply to apdie that you dislike! Check the open house ot sidhedule
which can usually be found on the admissions pégecollege website. Most colleges will ask yourtake
reservations for your visits and/or interviewsinkerviews are offered, try to arrange one. Askoifi can sit in on
classes. Take tours and attend information sessiBat in the cafeteria. Grab a campus newspdafsk to
students not working for the Admissions Office. n@wt professors in your areas of interest. Aftarr list is
narrowed down, you may want to arrange overnigits/so you can stay in the dorm and use campiliiésc

College admissions officials know who has visited aometimes wonder why someone who easily cowd ha
visited did not do so. In fact, some colleges wilt accept students who live nearby and do niit vis

24. College Visits to ARHSOver 100 college representatives will provide gronfprmation sessions in the
ARHS Guidance Office throughout the fall. Studeantd parents/guardians are invited to attend. Thedule will
be posted in Naviance Family Connection, on oursitetand in the Guidance Office as it evolves. 3tteol news
section of the Amherst Bulletin also lists the nragtimes and dates.

Students can sign up to attend college visits giimddaviance Family Connection. On the day befoeesttheduled
visit, Reminder notices will be e-mailed to studewho sign up or who list a particular collegehia tColleges I'm
Thinking About” Section of Naviance. Print thismmder and use it as a pass from class to attendisit. Have a
Guidance secretary sign your pass to prove yoendince. Three proven absences for this purpesxampt
from the ARHS attendance policy.
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AMHERST REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE ADVISING PROGR AM

THINGS TO DO IN YOUR SENIOR YEAR

The following is a list of tasks that seniors wite applying to college should complete. The timml vary
somewhat from student to student. Most early datideadlines are in November. Most regular denisieadlines
fall between January 1 and February 15. Most fitmid deadlines are in late January or earlylaaly. For the
most complete information about programs, deadlamesrequirements, consult individual college wiglssi

September

» Begin to narrow your list of colleges to 5 to Misit as many of these colleges as possible. Atasses.
Make appointments for interviews with admissionsrgelors or alumni. Schedule overnights at a felleges
that you are considering seriously. Continue théearch through November.

* Use (or open) your Naviance Family Connection ant¢eonnection.naviance.com/amherst)to do further
college and career research. Complete Senior iQuratre for College Conference. Make appointniient
your senior meeting with college advisor. It is&to meet with her whether or not you had a jumieeting.

» Check in with your counselor and teachers who abreevrite letters of recommendation for y&emind
them that the letters are due in Naviance on Octolbe4 if you are applying earlyand on December 12 if
your deadline is after then. Remember to req@estmmendations in Naviance/colleges/colleges pplyang
to/recommendations/add teacher.

» If you are an athlete planning to continue playanivision | or Il sport in college, register withe NCAA
ASAP. (vww.eligibilitycenter.ord. They will require a fee, official transcriptnateurism questionnaire and
SAT scores. Coaches need to be sure you qualify.

* Register in Naviance/colleges/colleges I'm thinkaizput to attend college visits at ARHS. Chooskeges
that interest you. Often these representativdseiteading your application. At least stop by aay hello!

» Develop a plan for fall testing if your collegegjuére it. The SAT is given in October, Novembegdember
and January. The ACT is given in September, Octabd December. If you are on free or reducecdeptinch,
see a Guidance secretary to get waivers for teatidgcollege application fees.

» Attend the Hampshire County College Fair (SeptiyQu are still looking, particularly for safe smtis.

* Create a master list or calendar that includes:

— Tests you'll take and their fees, dates, andsteggion deadlines.

— College application deadlines.

— Financial aid deadlines and the forms requifbdte: they are different from application deadéine
— Other materials you'll need (recommendatiorenscripts, etc.).

— The ARHS application processing deadlines.

October

» Attend the ARHS Early Decision workshop if applitgtand the College Admission Night for helpfultip

* Try to finalize your college choices.

» If you are submitting essays, complete first draftd ask teachers and others to read them.

» After completing the Senior Questionnaire for Cg#leConference, talk to your guidance counselor tabou
writing your counselor recommendation, requiredvimst private and some public colleges.

* Be sure you have an appointment to meet with thegmadvisor.

» Prepare Early Decision, Early Action, or rollingnaidsions applications as soon as possible.

» If applying early, request your transcript and raatendations through Naviance and check websitdweof
College Board or ACT to be sure your test scorag\sent.

November

* Use Naviance Family Connection to request trantscapd recommendations at least three weeks bgbore
colleges require them.

»  Complete at least one college application by Thginksg even if you are not applying early. Rememnthat
many colleges require essay supplements as wedilagpersonal statement. There’s a lot to write.

» Attend the ARHS Financial Aid Night for detailéddncial aid information.
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December

Remember to keep your grades up. We send youndddmester progress reports to all colleges.

Be sure that your test scores have been sentallffi¢o your colleges from the College Board or ACT
Make sure that all transcripts and recommendatians been requested in Naviance. Check theirsstatu
Work hard on those applications! Many private @gdl regular decision deadlines are January 1 0A%5/0u
finish your applications and essays, be sure tt popies before submitting your applications oalin
Photocopy all print materials you are sending a we

January

Complete your applications.

Encourage your parents to complete the family’smne tax forms as early as possible. They will reex
information to complete the FAFSA and CSS Proiilegguired).

Get a FAFSA PIN at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Complete the required financial aid forms. Atté¢inel Jan. 26 ARHS FAFSA completion event if you nieelgp.
Financial aid deadlines are usually February 150ibiit often earlier. Submit forms by the firsadine even if
data must be estimated. Read college websitatetulines.

February - March

No senioritis, please! Your college will look atead and maybe third trimester grades.

Check to see that all application and fin aid fomese received. Supply missing information quick§ubmit
forms for fin aid “verification.”

College decision letters will begin arriving. Rehdm carefully, including any instructions. Retgsome
colleges have asked for refundable deposits vaty.e#ou can request an extension in writing. \laee
required to grant it. The official Student Replgt® by which you must declare your intentions iyMa
Keep active in school. If you are wait-listed atill mterested in the college, admissions officeii want to
know what you have accomplished between the tinneayaplied and learned of the decision.

Apply for Local Scholarships

April

You should receive all acceptance letters and &izhaid letters by mid-April. Carefully weigh gibssibilities
in light of your priorities. Attend the MEFA workep on making college decisions.

Enter all admissions decisions in your Navianceaot

Promptly appeal financial aid offers if necessarg aee the college advisor for help.

Wait-listed by a college? If you would enroll ifGpted, tell the college’s admissions contact peysar intent
and ask how to strengthen your application. Semhgtletters of interest and supporting documeurtatiNeed
financial aid? Ask whether funds will be availalilgou’re accepted from the waitlist.

If you have not done so yet, visit your final cgis before accepting one. As soon as you decidé, itia
Naviance and inform your recommending teachersyand counselor of your choice.

Planning to defer admission and take a gap y®&&w8t colleges will honor that request, but some mot. Ask
anonymously during the admissions process, or ttiirbefore accepting an offer of admission. Itasely
possible to defer admission from a college at wiymh were waitlisted.

May

Colleges cannot require a deposit or commitmeattend before May 1. By that postmark date, youtmus
inform colleges of your acceptance or rejectionféérs of admission and financial aid. Questionalk to your
counselor or the college advisor.

Send your deposit to one college only. It is cdased unethical to double deposit.

Work with the college advisor to resolve any adioiss or financial aid problems.

Complete the Graduation Survey in Naviance Famiwrigction. It gives us permission to send youalfin
transcript to your chosen college.

June

GRADUATE!!
Adapted from College Times® (published by the Gydl®&oard)
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AMHERST REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE ADVISING PROGR AM

College Advising Program Overview

ARHS has a College Advisor who meets with juniard aeniors in classroom groups and individualljhvitiors and seniors
and their parents/guardians. She also plans wopssthat provide a comprehensive view of the celladmission and financial
aid application processes.

The overall goal of the College Advising Prograntoisielp each student and his or her family witflomaspects of the college
planning and admission processes. In conjunctitimsehool counseling staff and community resourttes college advisor
assists students and their families with a broadeaf activities including: early college plannirgademic preparation for
college; identifying appropriate colleges; applicatand financial aid procedures; essay planniegting; recommendation
requirements; and transition issues.

» College planning strategies are designed to mednthividual needs of each student as he or shlergphigher education
options. This is done primarily via individual derences with students and their families thatheld during the junior
and senior years.

» After-school or evening workshops for students #&il parents explore a variety of college admissapics such as early
college planning, SAT/ACT preparation, early demisoptions, essay writing, athletic recruitmentaficial aid, services
for students with disabilities etc

» The college advisor e-mails group informationaldfiits” to juniors and seniors and their parentsidiaas as needed
during the admissions cycle.

¢ Comprehensive college admission handbooks areldit#d to juniors in January and to seniors orfitiseday of school.

e College admission and financial aid informationliniing the College Collage newsletter is postedhenARHS website
(www.arps.org/hs/offices/guidance/planniraand in Hurricane Highlights.

» Print materials and local newspaper announcemeaotéde supplemental information about the colledmission process.

Annual Information Events:

Grade 11: Group Activities

e College fairs: at WNEC in September and at a Hamp$ounty high school each September/October

» Athletes and College Recruitment panel (with Atilcl&irector) (every September/October).

» Distribution of the ARHS College Admission Handbdok Juniors (late January).

«  Classroom presentations (in science classes) arotlegie admissions process (early February arg &atrimester).

* LSSE sponsored SAT prep held at ARHS (with ARHSlteas) (every February, April).

* ARHS Post High School Planning Workshop for Junamd Parents (every spring).

* NACAC College Fair at the Eastern States Expoerfetarch—for all grades).

» College Admissions Process evening presentatidilbBlyA (Massachusetts Educational Financing Authdiigyery
spring).

» Distribution of teacher recommendation packets(afipril vacation-necessary for all juniors wholaipply for college
admission within five years of graduation).

« Evening panel about college programs for studeittslearning and other disabilities (every springppropriate for
students in all grades).

Grade 12: Group Activities

» Distribution of a large college admission handboakhe first day of school. It contains a compliteof college
admission and financial tasks for the senior yadriaformation on workshops.
» College fairs: at WNEC in September and at a Hamp$ounty high school each September/October
* ARHS Early Decision/Early Action Workshop (everypBEmber/October).
» Classroom presentations about specifics of applyirmpllege (every September).
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« Admission Office outreach visits to ARHS (from Sepec.).

e Smith Club College Essay Writing Workshop (everptseber/October).

» Athletes and College Recruitment panel (with Aticl&irector) (every September/October).

* LSSE sponsored SAT prep held at ARHS (with ARHSltieas) (every September/October).

* ARHS evening College Admission Workshop for Senamd Parents or Guardians (every October).
* ARHS College Admission Workshop for ELL studentegey October).

* ARHS Financial Aid Workshop for Parents or Guardiah Seniors (every November/December).
* FAFSA completion workshop (late January).

» ‘“Instant decision” sessions at ARHS with HCC andG&gimissions officials (early February).

» Distribution of local scholarship information angpdication packet to all seniors (late February).
 MEFA presentation on comparing financial aid awletters, decision-making (every April).

Individual College Advising

Grade 11: Individual Meetings

» Individual sessions with the College Advisor arferdd to juniors and their parents or guardianmffeebruary to June of
the junior year reviewing career goals, major amdagudy, testing, financial aid, teacher recomdations, interests,
extracurricular activities, work experience, summaetivities, specific academic or personal neeééépences, etc.
Students are assisted in generating a list of gedl¢o research during the spring, summer and &dkly

e To arrange an appointment with the College Advistrgdents must complete an online questionnailaiiance Family
Connection and see a Guidance secretary after &gbvacation.

Grade 12: Individual Meetings

* Individualized college advising sessions are hdtti all seniors and their parents or guardians fEeptember to early
February to assist in finalizing the list of cokexy to provide answers to specific questions/carscef students regarding
applications for admission/financial aid and toweghat each student includes one or two finalycsglcure options in the
final list of schools.

» Students who wish to arrange a senior year appeintmith the College Advisor must first complete tmline senior
guestionnaire in Naviance Family Connection. Appoents are made through a Guidance secretarydaGee counselors
also use this information to write letters of recnemdation, which are required by most four-yealeg@s.

» Follow up individual meetings are scheduled withises/parents or guardians, as needed to asslsfiwéncial aid forms
and a wide range of special circumstances.

College Visits to ARHS

Representatives from approximately one hundreage8 visit ARHS each fall. A schedule of thesésis posted on the
Guidance bulletin board and on the ARHS websitepgointments are made. Students who have a clastsimfiorm the
teacher in advance. They must bring a collegé pass (generated by Naviance or available in thid@ce Office), to notify
the teacher of the planned absence. Parents fmenaeto attend. Students can attend three wisiteout attendance policy
penalty.

College Applications: School Portion

Seniors work closely with the Guidance secretavid® send transcripts, teacher and counselor reemdations, mid-year
reports and other documents to the colleges tohnthie students are applying. Seniors must comptetey Naviance tasks
including listing colleges to which they will appéynd separately requesting transcripts. . If #reyapplying to Common
Application colleges they must also list their egles on the Common Application at least three wbeksre the college
application deadlines, and must complete our relé@sn authorizing us to send their materials. aWarge a small fee for each
application.
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Application Deadlines:

Students should make sure that they meet all agifdlic deadlines. They are very strict. Studeris ware applying to colleges
with “rolling admissions” (often state colleges datge private universities) should apply as eadyossible. The published
deadlines are not target dates. Under “rolling iadimns,” spaces are offered on a space-availadis band the program
desired can close before the deadline.

Scholarships:

In late February, seniors receive an e-mail PACK#H information on local scholarships and an aggtlon form to use to
apply for them. This document is also posted orAR&lS college planning website
(www.arps.org/hs/Offices/Guidance/Plannjimgd in Naviance. Some of the winners are detexdhby a committee of ARHS
teachers and counselors. Other winners are chlmystre local donors. Many students are eligibletfiese scholarships, as the
criteria are designed specifically to include aevicriety of needs and achievements. Studentfaamties are encouraged to
read the packet of information carefully and pdgration to the strict April 1 application deadliné&tudents are encouraged to
put some effort into completing these applicati@ssthere is quite a bit of money available .

In addition to these local scholarships, the Guigabepartment keeps students informed about vahitassachusetts and
national scholarships. Students should pay caefenhtion to listings in Naviance and the morramgouncements to keep
informed about these. Deadlines are strict.

INFORMATION FOR COLLEGE APPLICATIONS

Ambherst Regional High School CEEB/ACT code: Y4563
Ambherst Regional High School Address: 21 Matt&reet; Amherst, MA 01002
Guidance Office FAX number: 413-549-2018

School contact - please list the counselor whoring your recommendation.

Guidance Secretaries Cathy Tracy tracyc@arps.org 413-362-1715
Connie Cappelli _cappellic@arps.org 413-362-1720
Counselor _Email __Phone Assignment
Ericka Alschuler alschule@arps.org 413-36341 Sh-2z
Sherry Balzano balzanos@arps.org 413-363-179 Me - Se
Kelly Cortis cortisk@arps.org 413-362-1716 A-C
Peggy Fallon fallonm@arps.org 413-362-1712 Hi — Mc
*Maureen Fleming flemingm@arps.org 413-3634.7 assorted
Alessandra Mucci-Ramos ramosa@arps.org 46231382 D — Hi
Myra Ross rossm@arps.org 413-362-1720 lle@® Advisor
Lisa Zephyr zephyrl@arps.org 413-362-1784 assorted

* Department Head

Date of Graduation for the Class of 2012: June'8 2012
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Naviance Family Connection

ARHS has subscribed to an online research andnmafbon management service that will facilitate eare
exploration and college searches as well as thmbobllege application process itself. To begimg the program
students and parents must use an individualizegsaamde, e-mailed to all students and parentsioiSeshould
complete college conference questionnaires in Maeia An optional questionnaire is available farepés.

The Naviance Family Connection website allows sttsland families to research careers and collaggsogplan
your college application process and track yourtedaic application materials.

The guidance department will send transcripts eadier and counselor recommendations electronizallthe
Naviance program to about 1,200 colleges, includihgolleges that accept the Common Applicatitve
encourage you to send your applications to colletgxtronically. Many colleges are now scanninggpap
applications and reading them electronically.

To begin using Family Connection, go to connectiamiance.com/Amherst and follow these steps iflyave not

already done so:

» On the home page, under “new user” enter the cbde ytou received in an e-mail from guidance. See a
Guidance secretary if you need another copy.

» Fill out the registration page including youneil address and a private password. At the botibmhe page,
check the box that you agree to the terms of udeckek “Complete Registration.”

» NOTE: When you logn in the future, your user name is youmail address and your password is the one you
established when registering. If you change youna@l address at any point, remember to update Family
Connection. Ms. Ross often uses Naviance to communicate impioctalege admission information to you.

» The Welcome page will appear when your registrationaccepted. Announcements and other important
information will be posted on the Welcome page.cRhieoften!

Before making your appointment for your individual senior meeting with the College Advisor, you must
complete the Senior Questionnaire for College Confence in the “About Me” section.

Following are descriptions of some of the site dead:

“ABOUT ME” Tab:

1. Interesting Things About Me

» Favorite Colleges: Generated when you list colleg@s the “Colleges” section.

» Favorite Careers and Clusters: Generated when youotnplete activities in “Careers” section.

» Personality Type: From theDo What You Are survey for useful information abgour personal
characteristics. Learn about careers that are matichyou, your personal strengths and blindshats, you
negotiate in your daily life and more.

* Resume: Provide information about your accomplishments ttents, and help us get a better understanding o
how to help you effectively describe yourself tdleges.

» Journal: Place to chronicle your thoughts and questions.

» Checklist: Satus of your surveys and questionnaires

» Completed Surveys.Lists any completed surveys. Click on the namdeda/wour responses.

» Upcoming College Visits and entire VisitSchedule: College admission representatives visit ARHSwnfall
to meet with interested students. To see whiclegel have scheduled visits, click here. Click agri‘sip” next
to the college name to receive an e-mail reminélémeupcoming visit.

* Documents

2. Official Things:

» Account: If you would like to change your password, you darso here.

» Profile: Includes basic biographical data and grade anietages.

» Test Scores: ARHS loads them electronically but ypcan add them before we get them.
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‘COLLEGES” Tab

My Colleges:

* Asyou find colleges that interest you, add themduor list of“Colleges That I'm Thinking About” . If one of
your colleges of interest visits ARHS, you will aatatically receive an e-mail alerting you to thésttame of
the visit.

* As you apply to colleges, you will request that iyschool materials be sent to colleges and traelsthtus of
your applications undéColleges I'm Applying To".

* Upcoming college Visits and entire Visit ScheduleSee above.

* College Research:

* SuperMatch College Search

* College Search:Conduct a college search anytime. Answer questiegerding your priorities and preferences.
If you don't like the result, try again. If you@mp with too many schools and need to narrow Yisyrselect
more factors. On the other hand, if you end up wdgthfew schools, deselect some factors.

» College Lookup: Research any college here. Visit links to individoallege websites for current information.

» College ResourcesA listing of quick links on many pertinent college topics

“CAREERS” Tab:

* What Are My Interests: Find personality type survey, career interegéimory, and career cluster finder which relate
careers to your interests and personality.

» Explore careers Get information about thousands of careers.

If you are applying to colleges using the Common Aglication, you MUST take the following steps:
. Go to the Common Application web siteswww.commonapp.ong

2. Click on “Never Registered.” Register. Remembewtibe down your username and password and keep ithem
a safe place.

3. Open your Naviance account (see above). On thsitlf of the screen are multiple tabs. First gmyo
colleges. An important privacy notice for Commonphpation will pop up. Bubble “Yes | do” or “No lah't”
waive my rights to access. (NOTE - Counselors antéaxhers may choose not to give you a recommiemdat
unless you waive the right because letters of resendation are confidential.) Check the box fordtreorize
all secondary schools....”. Carefully enter your @oom Application username and password. Confirm
password and submit.

REVIEWING AND SELECTING COLLEGES

Use the tabs under College - college search, elmuk up, college match, college compare, scatierg, maps,
acceptance history to search for colleges and legpartant information about colleges, majors, ataece criteria
etc. For each college you can look at admissioitarier (average SAT scores, GPA, % of applicantepied). You
will eventually be able to look at how many Amhesttdents applied last year with GPA and SAT /ACares, and
what the admissions decisions were.

APPLYING TO COLLEGES

The next step when you are ready is to move cdlégen the “Colleges I'm Thinking About” to “Colleg I'm
Applying To.” As you type in a college you are djipg to, you can request a transcript and a midy@ascript.
Click the “add college to list” button.

Choose your recommending teachers from the dropxdisivon the “Colleges I'm Applying to” page.

Your teacher and counselor recommendations andtyanscript will all be sent electronically to madtyour
schools. Paper materials will be sent to thoskeges that do not accept electronic document tresssom, but you
can submit your part of almost every applicatiohren Massachusetts “state universities” and @thmunity
colleges will not accept electronic institutionaat@rials, but they will usually accept online apations from
students (except sometimes when a fee waiver @) ugdl UMass campuses will accept all materidéctonically.
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FINANCIAL AID OVERVIEW

Resources:
Beware of any websites or financial aid counsedieryices that charge you for financial aid or satadlip
information. Everything you need to know is avlbiéafree. There are many scams out there.

MEFA, the Massachusetts Educational Financing Autthgrovides free, credible and comprehensivenmiation
about college financing, as well as a financial@ttulator and links to many important financial websites. You
can sign up for free timely reminder e-mails antajker information alttp://www.mefacounselor.org/

Try http://www.fafsa4caster.ed.gofor a prediction of your federal aid eligibility.

The College Board website has a lot of helpful infation, a financial aid calculator and a scholgrskearch.
www.collegeboard.comClick on the Paying for College icon.

College websites provide aid deadlines, policies@ocedures. They must now have a net price leddzwon their
website. It will provide a reliable prediction fiiancial aid when you enter accurate data. . eGma know you
are applying to a particular college, carefullydeaerything posted.

Other helpful financial aid/scholarship websites: avww.finaid.org www.studentaid.ed.gowww.fafsa.ed.goy
www.fastweb.monster.comvww.MeritAid.cont www.GetCollegeFunding.org

Questions to Ask:

1. Is the college “need-blind” in its admission polic® A college that is “need-blind” makes admissiegisions
without regard for the student’s ability to payhel“need-blind” college does not review the studsdiimiancial
circumstances until after an admission decisioraghed. There was a time when most colleges ‘nessl-
blind,” but this is much less common now. Soméegas, when considering students with equal academi
records who are “on the cusp” of acceptance, witk greference to the student who is able to ptyis
practice is “need aware” or “need conscious.” ¥bould ask what the policy is for each school yau a
considering.

2. Does the college meet 100% of demonstrated n&ed o be eligible for financial aid a student (jeye
completes several forms (see descriptions belod)asetermination is made regarding a family’s ecaia
need. Some schools meet 100% of your demonstnatedi with an aid package that includes grants
(scholarships), student loans and work-study. ©tbieools do not meet full need. This is calleddiging”.

3. What is the college’s “packaging polic}/? Most schools give an aid package that inclgfast money
(scholarships), loans and/or work study. Ask tiwing questions:

a. In general, what percentage of an aid package is gnt vs. self-help (loans, work-study?

b. How does an aid package change over four ye&sSome colleges entice freshmen with large gfants
the first year and then switch to a much heavian lburden in sophomore and subsequent years. Some
increase in loans over a four year period is typlwat you want to avoid a “bait and switch” sitioat

c. Isthere a “preferential packaging” policy? -- e.g. If two students have equal demonstratedcial need,
does the student with a stronger academic praddeive more grant aid or a better overall aid pgeRa
Does the college give better aid packages to stadgering certain fields of study? Are aid dffer
comparable under early and regular decision progffam

d. Does the college give any type of merit-based aischolarships for students with high academic
profiles regardless of their family’s financial circumstance¥? How many? What are the criteria for
these awards? How does one apply?
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e. What is the college’s policy regarding outside scharships? Most schools deduct money earned in
outside scholarships from your financial aid pagka§ome schools reduce your loan burden, but other
schools reduce your grant. Obviously, reducingahe would be more favorable to you!

General Advice:
1. Plan ahead! Read all materials from colleges déggifinancial aid policies and procedures. Notd eomply
with all deadlines.

2. Try to make an appointment to meet with a finanaidladministrator when you visit a college (in iéidd to
admission officials). Establish a relationshiphngin aid officer for advice on special programgidn plans,
loan or payment programs that might benefit yoam& fin. aid administrators may give you a projdcil
package if you bring a copy of your most recentftan with you. They have more time in the sumned
fall. Prepare questions ahead. Take notes.

3. Complete your federal income tax form early, and ten complete your fin. aid applications ASAP to
ensure your aid will be packaged accurately. Do rianiss a financial aid deadline.

4. |If you are selected for “verification,” you must canply ASAP or vou will jeopardize your aid package..
The federal government requires colleges to reque®¥2 forms and signed income tax forms from at least
30% of applicants. Many liberal arts colleges vefy all applications for aid.

5. In April of the senior year, when you have all oly financial aid awards, make sure that you knosvtiottom
line, not just the award amounts. Remember th#hiodoans are considered to be financial aid yiout have to
repay them. Learn about future monthly loan payseKnow the total cost of attendance at eachadnoom,
board, tuition, fees, transportation, personal agps, books...). You must have consistent infaomab
compare offers. Visit mefacounselor.orgnaww.collegeboard.corfor helpful aid comparison worksheets.

Types of Financial Aid Forms
Find out which forms are required and note thadilileadlines. They are different from admissicadiiees and are
not flexible. (Early decision candidates usually nesedomplete a CSS Profile or Institutional form.)

1. Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) — All colleges require this. It determines dbitjty for all
forms of Federal Aid, including loans, and the Mas$sisetts state scholarship program. File the RAdiSine
(after January®land before your earliest financial aid deadlingyst register for a personal identification
number (PIN atvww.fafsa.ed.gov ). Both the student and the parent will ne@thanumber. Individual
FAFSA-completion assistance will be available at#S:in late January. Watch for details.

2. The CSS (College Scholarship Service) Financial ABROFILE — Many private colleges, some scholarship
programs and a few public colleges require thimfott is accessible online only, at collegeboarthc There is
no paper version. Check individual college welssited the list on the Profile website to see whileges
require this form. There is a fee for filing theofle, but most low income families get a fee vaiv
automatically upon submitting the form online. Maure you meet all deadlines.)

3. Institutional Forms — Some colleges have their own aid forms in aglditdo those listed above. Check each
college website, and follow the instructions.

FINALLY:
1. If you think you may need aid at any time whileoilege, apply! Some colleges do not ever offdrifai
students did not apply as a freshman. Some sahipaand low interest loan programs require the HAf

2. Students who need significant amounts of aid shmrtember that some schools give larger aid paskage
merit-based aid to good students. Keep those gnaole

3. Make sure your list of colleges includes an ecomaafety school — one that you are willing to adtérat meets
your academic needs and is affordable. For mardests this is a state university or communityexgp.

4. Financial aid officers at Western Mass. collegesehzeen helpful to Amherst parents in answeringifipe
guestions about financial aid. You may contacs¢heffices for help at any time for free assistance
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A AMHERST REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE ADVISING PROG RAM

Reprinted from the website of the Massachusetts Edational Financing Authority

College policies for awarding merit-based aid,dradarships, will vary greatly from campus to camspu
Families should ask specific questions to undedstand compare merit-based awards.

1. Is the scholarship renewable for all four years?
2. What governs whether or not the scholarshiplvalfenewed?

3. Will my scholarship be affected if | receive @abmhal local scholarships from my community? Wisat
the college's policy on this issue?

4. If I lose my scholarship for an unsatisfactocg@emic performance, can it be re-instated if mAGP
improves?

5. If my family’s financial situation changes ovbe next couple of years, will the scholarship ande
changed?

6. If I don't receive merit aid in the first yeaur]l | have the opportunity to be considered foinifuture
years?

7. Do | need to apply for financial aid each yanoider to continue to be considered for merit aid?

8. If | qualify for additional need-based financaadl in future years, will my overall financial aggvard be
adjusted accordingly?

9. If | defer admission for a year, or take a yafdafter beginning enroliment, will | lose the sdtarship?

10. Can | continue to get the scholarship if | ddwdy-year abroad at another college or univezsity
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What's on the Web?

The AdMISSION Game.........ccviiii i) www.theadmissiongame.com/blog/index.php
Free blog by the author of The Admission Game.
The College BOAr...........oiuiiii e e e e e e e e e www.collegeboard.com

Excellent collection of information. Allows you talculate ballpark figure for expected parent dbation.
Online CSS PROFILE. Free SAT Learning Center.l€gel and scholarship search. Practical advicken t
college application process.

(2= ] 016 o o] 1 ¢ WWW.cappex.com
Create a profile to find your college match. Gessages about unique college opportunities. Ingtéedtn

your chances of being admitted to almost any cellaghe country. It is free.

COllEgE VIBW ... e e e e e e e e www.collegeview.com
Profiles of 3500 colleges. Allows you to searchnyne, size of school, location and special program
including Study Abroad.

College is POSSIDIE. ... www.collegeispossible.org
This site, put together by a collection of colleges universities, is full of information on prepay for, paying
for and choosing the right college.

(O T 4] 018 LS 0 B P WWW.campustours.com
This site links you to virtual tours, interactivenspus maps, webcams, videos, and campus pictutemdfeds
of U.S. colleges and universities.

College For You: Your Million Dollar DeCiSiON ..........c..veiiiiiiiiiiiiiieei e e www.collegeforyou.org
Project that aims to provide Latino parents andestts with information to prepare for college adius and
attendance.

College NaVIQALOr. ... ...viie it e e e e e e e e e e e http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator
Offers information about colleges and universiti€et data from the National Center for Educatitatistics on
expenses, aid, enrollment, admissions and graduettes, majors, along with a Google map pinpointin
location. Export data into Excel.

CollEgE POWEI P ... . e e e e e e e e e WWW.powerprep.com
Free SAT and ACT preparation.

College TOOIKIL. ... e www.collegetkit.com
Comprehensive scholarship search and college igfiiomsite, free.

CollegeWeeKLIVE.COM. ... e e e e www.CollegeWeekLive.com

Virtual Booths for 200+ colleges and universitidsye video presentations from college admissiorzees,
Chats with current college students discussing gatiool experience Archive and live (next live Nov
12,13)Registration is free.

ENrichment AllRY ... e www.EnrichmentAlley.com
Contains information and links to sites about paogs that enhance education during the school year a
summer.

FAFSA4caster Federal government Site..........c.ooviiiiiii i e www.fafsadcaster.ed.gov
Provides instant calculation of an estimated ER@yenformation about student's potential to reeea Federal
Pell Grant, automatic transfer of student informatio reduce time needed to complete the FAFSAduri
senior year.

FAFSA ONthe Wb, .o e e e e e e e e www.fafsa.ed.gov
This site provides the form you must complete itheorto receive federal student aid as well as lioks list of
codes, worksheets, the FAFSA Forecaster (officlgdvernment federal aid calculator), their PIN sithand
more. You can submit the FAFSA online (or by nifailecessary) after January df the senior year. Both
parent and student must register for pin numbess fi

FafSa ON LN ..ot e e e e

www.FAFSAonline.com Helpful site for completing tRAFSA. It contains text and audio tutorials amtpful
hints.

FastWeb Scholarship Service....... ..o e, www.fastweb.monster.com
Database of 180,000 private scholarships. Freelseaing online profile.
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Federal Student Aid GalEWaAY. . .......ccvue ittt e e e e e e e e e e e e eaas www.fsa.ed.gov
U.S. Dept. of Education Federal Student Aid Gatewaynprehensive site containing links to publicagiand
informational sites and the FAFSA.

Financial Aid INfO Page . ... e e e e www.finaid.org

A wealth of information, tips, and special topics.

Financial Aid POACAST.........uieiiieie e e e e e e www.FinancialAidPodcast.com
A publication of the Student Loan Network. Fullusfeful tips and advice.

Get College FUNAING.......coooiiiii e aarepees wwgetcollegefunding.org

Comprehensive financial aid site, clear explanatotgrials, EFC calculator, financial aid statistfor many
colleges

Higher Education Information CeNnter .............ooiiiiiiiiii i e e www.heic.org
Education/career counseling and FA information.

International Student sites about funding
0 http//www.InternationalStudent.com
o0 http://www.InternationalScholarships.com
o http://lwww.|[EFA.org
0 http://www.InternationalStudentLoan.com

Massachusetts Colleges ON LiNE ..ot e e WWW.Mmco.mass.edu
This site contains listing of online state collegal community college (not UMass) courses, marwhith are
open to high school students. Fees are chargkid.cin be a good way for students to expand tiwgizons
and try college work.

MEFA COUNSEIOr ... eti i e e e e e e e www.MEFAcounselor.org
Best site for one-stop shopping. An excellent cahpnsive site about the admissions process, fialaaidi,
loans, debt management, includes calculator, pamail sign-up and links to many important sites.

YL 17 o oo o www.MeritAid.com
The first comprehensive Web site dedicated to hglptudents, parents and counselors discover aidrit
scholarship opportunities nationwide. It is free.

National Association for College Admissions Counseg......... www.nacacnet.org/MemberPortal/ForStudents
Multiple resources on all aspects of the collegaiagions process.

NCAA Eligibility Center .............c.ocoiveen. www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/NCAA/student/index_sttitieml
Students planning to participate in Division 1 atBletics must register here. This site alsoaasta guide
that lists eligibility and core-course requiremerplsis recruiting regulations, graduation ratesattietes and
academic support services available at colleges.

National Center for Education StatiStiCS............ccovveiiiiiiiinie e, necs.ed.gov/collegenavigator
This site contains data about individual colleges.

Y N I (=T o o (0 | =1 [ P www.number2.com
An online free SAT prep program.

Student Scholarship Search...............coooii www.studentscholarshipsearch.com/
A useful guide for parents and students who negaidearching for scholarships to pay for college.

US Department of EAUCALION. .. ..o e e e e e e ea e www.ed.gov
Click on student financial assistance. Site ineRIBAFSA online; school code search.

Yahoo Financial Aid Search............ccooiiii i www.yahoo.com/education/financial _aid

Links to financial aid office web pages plus vas@earches.
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Deciding to Apply Under an Early Decision or EarlyAction Program

What is Early Decision?

Most private colleges and some public universitiage an early decision plan. Under this plan destu
submits his or her credentials early, usually by&tober i or November 18 and signs a binding
statement that he or she will accept the collegi#&r of admission. Some colleges also have Early
Decision 2, with application deadlines in Decemtredanuary and notification dates that are edtian
those for regular decision. Students can have améyearly decision application active at a time.

Students who are accepted under early decisiomgramust attend that college andust withdraw all
other applications.

Who Should Apply Early Decision?

» Students who have researched colleges extenswsited many colleges (likely including overnight
stays and attending classes at their first chadlege), and who arabsolutely sureabout their first
choice.

» Students who also meet or exceed the admissioilgpobfaccepted students at their selected college,
i.e. applicants with SAT Reasoning/Subject scores@.P.A. that are similar to those of accepted
students at their chosen college. (Students shaud completed one round of SAT testing by
October of their senior year. Most colleges wik@pt November scores for early decision. Consult
college websites or ask them in advance.)

» Students who also have an academic record thdidesconsistently solid over time. (If you know
that your senior year grades will indicate improeat) you may fair better under regular decision.)

» Students who also do not need to compare finaaggbackages in order to make their choice.

What are the Advantages of Early Decision Programs?

> YoHr application is reviewed early and you receioéification of your admission status by December
15",

» If you are accepted, you avoid having to complébeoapplications.

> Your application is reviewed against a smaller egajlt pool.

What are the Disadvantages of an Early Decision Bram?

» If financial aid is important to you, you might wao be able to have additional colleges with gagsi
better financial aid packages to consider. Conipareolleges often offer very different packages,
depending on their resources.

» Students often grow and change during the sengr. y¢éou might discover other attractive options,
but you would be bound by contract to attend tHkege you chose.

» Students accepted early might have a false sersecofity and could develop “terminal senioritis.”

What Are Some of the Mistakes Students Make in Csiog an Early Decision Program?

> Applying to a “reach” college early without resdang or visiting any other schools.
> Applying to a college early just because the oddsdmission might be higher.
> Applying early to a college just to avoid extra pegork and stress.
> Applying early to a college because a friend is\d@o.
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» Assuming you will be admitted and not developirgjrang back-up plan by early December
> Not preparing required essays for applicationgherocolleges.

What is Early Action?

Some colleges have Early Action programs simildady Decision in that you apply early to your
college of choice (and to other colleges, if yoshwi You will receive a decision early in the agsnn
cycle (usually by December £%r early January). Unlike Early Decision, you aoé required to attend
the college, and you can wait until Ma¥ tb make your final decision. There is almost igadvantage in
applying under an early action program.

What is Single-Choice Early Action?

A few colleges (Yale, Stanford...) have Single-Chdi@ely Action. It is the same program as regular
Early Action, but you are not allowed to submit anlger Early Action or Early Decision applications.

What should you do if you are deferred under an Baprogram?

» Don't Panic! You were deferred — not denied. @drse, it is disappointing when you are not acakptght
away, but colleges will reconsider you during tegular decision cycle.

» Call the admission office; speak to an admissiameelor and ask for feedback on your application:

a. Ask what new information or materials the admisstaff would like to see for your second review.

b. Ask about the percentage of deferred candidatéstbdater accepted during the regular decisioogss.
Colleges differ in this category. You need to @etalistic picture of your status.)

» Take Action with that college:

a. Keep the name of your admission counselor and warit#low up letter indicating your continued irgst,
mentioning any new academic or extracurricular egpees since you applied. Express your appreciati
for the feedback you received, as well.

b. Provide documentation of new academic or extracuiar ventures. Submit additional writing sampépe,
or piece of artwork, etc. if the college has expeglsan interest.

» Try to liberate yourself from your fixation on teehool that deferred you. Research and review gthar
college choices, especially your safe schools. yMzamly decision candidates are surprised to descawat
other campuses have to offer, because they hausdddoo narrowly on one school. Believe it or, Botme
students choose other schools in the end afteglagicepted at their original first choice.

» Keep your grades up. Do not drop courses or iegighslide. We will be sending second trimestegpess

reports in early February and final transcriptdune. Grades are the top factor in college adamssi

What About Financial Aid?

When applying under an early decision program, wikfill out a preliminary financial aid form fronthe
college. (Some colleges use the CSS Profile forailable via the Internet atww.collegeboard.com.
You will be notified of your estimated financiabdgpackage at the time of your acceptance. Itlvell
determined by the college based on an assessmgotiiofamily’s economic needs, and will be adjusted
after you provide your actual FAFSA and tax returns

Under an early action program you are not likely b granted a financial aid package before your
FAFESA and all other necessary forms have been pisssd, likely in March.

Questions?

It is always best to direct your questions abouiyedecision or early action programs to your cgdeof
choice. Institutions vary in their implementatiohearly programs. Contact the colleges diredbigua the
regulations of each program, as they vary wid€wnsult college websites first. They usually hthes
most current information.
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Test Optional Colleges

The colleges named below are SAT/ACT Optional, rimgathat they minimize or eliminate the importamée
standardized tests in the admissions process. AdRltients regularly apply to these colleges, whiehexcerpted
from a longer list atvww.fairtest.org. That website also contains many religious cee@rt schools, music
conservatories and many state campuses. Consuitabsite for the complete list. Some collegesamihsider
scores if you send them and others will ignore tifehrey do not enhance your application. Visitosies from
individual colleges to learn more about their @mstional policies.

Key:

3 = SAT/ACT used only when minimum GPA and/or cles is not met
4 = SAT/ACT required for some programs

5 = SAT/ACT not required if submit SAT Subject

Test, Advanced Placement, Int'l Baccalaureatetwraxams.

* American University, Washington, D.C. (for ED aR® applicants who apply by Nov. 1)
» Assumption College, Worcester, MA

 Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY
 Bates College, Lewiston, ME

» Benjamin Franklin Institute of Technology, BostdhA
» Bennington College, Bennington, VT

» Bowdoin College, Brunswick, ME

* bryant University, Smithfield, RI

» Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA: 5

» Cazenovia College, Cazenovia, NY

* Colby College, Waterville, ME: 5

* Colby-Sawyer College, New London, NH

* Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO: 5

» College of the Atlantic, Bar Harbor, ME

* College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA

» Columbia College, Chicago, IL

» Connecticut College, New London, CT; 5

* Culinary Institute of America, Hyde Park, NY
* Curry College, Milton, MA: 4

 Denison University, Granville, OH

» DePaul University, Chicago, IL

* Dickinson College, Carlisle, A

» Drew University, Madison, NJ

» Earlham College, Richmond IN

* Fairfield University, Fairfield, CT

* Fashion Institute of Technology, New York, NY
* Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster, PA
* Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, PA

» Goucher College, Baltimore, MD

» Green Mountain College, Poultney, VT

* Guilford College, Greensboro, NC

» Hamilton College, Clinton, NY5

» Hampshire College, Amherst, MA

 Hartwick College, Oneonta, NY: 4
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* Hobart and William Smith Colleges, Geneva, NY

» John Jay College of Criminal Justice (CUNY), N¥ark, NY
» Johnson and Wales University, Providence, RI,/Mi&L, Denver CO, Charlotte NC
* Juniata College, Huntingdon, PA

» Knox College, Galesburg, IL

* Lake Forest College, Lake Forest, IL

» Lawrence University, Appleton, Wi

 Lewis and Clark College, Portland, OR

* Long Island Univ.: Brooklyn Campus, Brooklyn, N¥:
* Loyola University Maryland, Baltimore, MD

* Manhattanville College, Purchase, NY

» Marist College, Poughkeepsie, NY

» Marlboro College, Marlboro, VT

» McDaniel College (Western MD College), WestminsMD3
» Merrimack College, North Andover, MA

» Middlebury College, Middlebury, VT: 5

* Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, MA

* Muhlenberg College, Allentown, PA

» Nazareth College, Rochester, NY

* New England College, Henniker, NH

* New England Institute of Technology, Warwick, RI
» New School, New York, NY: 4

* New York University, New York, NY: 5

* Newbury College, Brookline, MA

* Nichols College, Dudley, MA: 3

* Pitzer College, Claremont, CA 3

* Prescott College, Prescott, AZ

* Providence College, Providence, RI

* Rollins College, Winter Park, FL

» Sacred Heart University, Fairfield, CT

 Saint John's College, Annapolis, MD; Santa Fe, NM
 Saint Lawrence University, Canton, NY

» Salve Regina University, Newport, RI

» Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, NY

» Simon's Rock College of Bard, Great Barringtor M
» Smith College, Northampton, MA

» Southern NH University, Manchester, NH

 St. Anselm College, Manchester, NH

* St. Michael’s College, Colchester, VT

« Stonehill College, Easton, MA

» Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, PA

» Union College, Schenectady, NY

* Ursinus College, Collegeville, PA:

» Utica College of Syracuse University, Utica, N&:

» Wake Forest University, Winston Salem, NC

» Washington & Jefferson College, Washington, PA

* Wheaton College, Norton, MA

» Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester, MA
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LUCKY THIRTEEN MOST COMMON MISTAKES MADE
IN THE COLLEGE ADMISSION PROCESS

10.

11.

12.

13.

Applying to too many highly selective schools amd adequately researching likely (target) and eogoo
safety schools. Diversify your applications. Téhare schools that are a good fit for you in eathgory.
Protect yourself -- be sure you have a collegeliksuat which you will be admitted and which youncatford.

Forgetting to send official copies of your standzed test scores directly from the ACT or College
Board to each college on your list. ARHS doesseoid standardized test scores to colleges.

Making Naviance errors -- Not listing your recomrdeny teachers, not completing the FERPA
statement, not also listing your colleges on then®won Application, making typing errors, selecting
the wrong deadlinesWe are deadline-driven in sending your applicatiormaterials. If your
deadlines are missing or incorrect your materials ray be sent late. When in doubt about
deadlines or if you have a special deadline see ali@ance secretary to enter the correct deadline.

Missing the college’s financial aid deadline (Ityrize earlier than the admission deadline!) orrigilio apply
for financial aid if you may need it at any timerithg your college years. Meeting the deadlinefigavamount
importance. Data can be updated later, ASAP.

Believing that pressing “submit” ends your applicatprocess. Students must frequently check timaié-
address they provide to colleges or must check tadiege online accounts using the PIN providedhsy
college. Failure to respond to communications fAsimissions or Financial Aid Offices can cause dinpf
admission or financial aid.

Assuming that a coach can get you into a collegartdess of whether your grades and test scores are
competitive there. Remember, admissions offi@alsit students. Ask an interested coach to gead on
your admissions prospects from the admissionseoffi€it looks good talk to the coach and finaheia office
to learn as much as you can about what it will gostto attend.

Paying for a scholarship/financial aid search servive recommend free websites -- finaid.orgwabtcom,
meritaid.com or collegeboard.com for scholarshiprimation. Complete the FAFSA at fafsa.ed.gov, N®T
fafsa.com, which will charge you $85 to complete fitee form.

Dismissing schools that are outside the New Engdlzast Coast areas as unacceptable because théyndoa’
name recognition in this region.

Judging a college or university on the basis ofttlue guide’s personality, the weather, or a frisnd
positive/negative experience.

Thinking that a great interview, high SAT scorefgtter from someone in high places, etc., can ersate for
a weak transcript.

Not understanding that improvement in the junied aenior years is very important. Colleges rexjuir
transcripts, progress reports and report cardagtlie senior year, and look for the trend in gsade

Overlooking the rich and diverse academic oppotiemavailable at UMass, Massachusetts state ey,
and community colleges.

Forgetthg to photocopy or to print each completed appbcabefore sending or submitting it to a college.
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AMHERST REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE ADVISING PROGR AM

Important Dates for Seniors 2011-12

Below isa list of deadline and special event dates that are very important for seniors. Register for required tests, and attend
events that have been designed to support you through the college and financial aid application processes.

September 9 \ Registration deadline for October 1 A no late fee

September 10 | ACT (not at ARHS)

TBA College Planning Workshop for Students WhosenBry Language is Not English:
2:30 p.m.; ARHS — Room 172.

September 16 Deadline to register for October 22 A@h fee waiver or no late fee

September 18 Western New England University NACA(lege fair; Springfield; 4:00 to 6:00
p.m.; Alumni Healthful Living Center.

September 19 Smith College essay-writing presemta@ampus Center Carroll Room; 7:00-9:0D
p.m.

September 19 Athletes and College Recruiting Ptagen; 7:00 p.m.; ARHS library.

September 20 Early applicants should have appoirtsweith the college advisor for planning, and
guidance counselor regarding the required recomatemd

September 21 \ Registration deadline for Oct 1 SAIh ¥ée waiver

September 27 Hampshire County College Fair; 6:886 p.m.; Williston Northampton School,
Easthampton, Athletic Center.

September 30 Signed lime green release forms d@Geitance.

October 1 SAT; ARHS; registration deadline Sep&é&pt 21 with fee waiver

October 3 Workshop for Early Decision/Action Caratgs and Parents/Guardians; 2:30- 3:30
p.m.; ARHS Choral Room.

October 5 Naviance and college applications; regugresentation; C-period 9:00 a.m.;
auditorium

October 7 Registration deadline for November 5 SAfh fee waiver or no late fee

October 8 Deadline to register LSSE (259-30655ai Prep 6-week course Oct. 11-27;
ARHS. Fee: $135

October 11 Requests for school portion of appliceti(transcript, recommendations) must be in

Naviance for November®lcollege deadlines.

October 11-27 LSSE SAT prep class taught at ARHBRIS faculty.

October 13 College Admissions Night; important pesional panel presentation for Seniors and
Parents/Guardians; 7:00— 8:30 p.m.; ARHS Cafeteria.

October 16 \ UMASS Open House for High School Seni@80 a.m.; Mullins Center.

October 22 | ACT; registration deadline Sept 16 igéwaiver or no late fee

October 24 \ Teacher recommendations due in Navilmnstudents applying before Decembery 1.

October 25 Request for school portion of applicaftoanscripts, recommendations) must be jin
Naviance for November f5college deadlines

October 25 Many Paths admission committee worksBifjf)-4:15

November 1 All 4-year college applicants shouldenappointments with the college advisor fgr
planning, and your guidance counselor regarding yequired recommendation.

November 2 Boston NACAC Performing and Visual Aftsr: 6:00-8:00 p.m.; Boston Center for
the Arts Cyclorama (539 Tremont Street).
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November 4 ' Registration deadline for December 10 Ath fee waiver or no late fee
November 5 | SAT; ARHS; registration deadline Octithviee waiver or no late fee
November 8 ' Registration deadline for December 3 @i fee waiver or no late fee
November 8 \ Many Paths essay writing workshop 3:08-4

November 10

Naviance for December Isollege deadlines

Request for school portion of applaafiranscripts, recommendations) must be i

November 15

ARHS Financial Aid Night professionedgentation; 7:00 — 8:30 p.m.; ARHS
Cafeteria.

November 22

' Many Paths fair; 3:00-5:00

November 28

Naviance for December T%ollege deadlines

Request for school portion of applaaftiranscripts, recommendations) must be|i

December 1 Request for school portion of applicaficanscripts, recommendations) must be
Naviance for January ‘Isollege deadlines
December 3 ' SAT; ARHS; registration deadline Nowi® fee waiver or no late fee

December 10

' ACT; registration deadline Nov. 4 \fith waiver or no late fee

December 12

\ Teacher recommendations due in Navianstudents applying after December 1

December 13

Naviance for January 15 college deadlines

Request for school portion of appbcafiranscripts, recommendations) must be i

December 30

Registration deadline for January SAT with fee waiver or no late fee

January 1 Work on 2011 federal income tax formgre@paration for completing the FAFSA.
Many FAFSA deadlines are Feb 1 or 15.
January 10 Request for school portion of applicati@terials must be in Naviance for Febru

1% college deadlines

ary

January 26*

ARHS FAFSA-completion event —bring ctetgd tax return and W2 and leave w
your FAFSA almost complete.

e

January 28 \ SAT; Northampton HS — registration daadbec. 30 with fee waiver or no late fe

February 17* \ Local Scholarship packet distribut@deniors.

April 1 \ARHS Scholarship Application deadline.

May 1 Candidate reply deadline: students mustimnfoolleges about enroliment intentio
and deposit.

June 1 Last day of school for seniors

June 8 Graduation!!

* = tentative date
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