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Dear 6th Grade Families;


Attached you will find letters from the math and English departments about summer work and math placements for 7th grade.  These letters represent new initiatives to communicate earlier with 6th grade families and to have students continue their studies over the summer.


Students regress over the summer if they do not continue to practice what they learn.  This is why at the beginning of a school year teachers often take time to review and get students used to being back in school.  In an effort to begin to address this, we are now asking students to read a book (or four) that will prepare them for their first English unit in 7th grade.  Additionally, the math department is putting together work for 6th graders to do over the summer which will be available at the beginning of July.


You will find that the math letter also speaks in depth to the math placement options for 7th grade.  Math is the first subject in the district where families and students need to start making decisions that will affect their future.  In particular, if a student is not do extensions in 7th grade, it means they will most likely not be able to take Calculus in high school. 


I hope you will find these letters to be useful in supporting your child over the summer and into the beginning of the school year.  The curriculum leaders for English and math have included their email addresses and will be checking them occasionally over the summer.  I will be working all summer and am also available to answer any questions you have (hayesm@arps.org or 362-1800).


I hope you and your family enjoys the last few days of 6th grade and has a wonderful summer.  We will send more information home in August about the start of school (September 2nd).







Sincerely,







Michael Hayes

Dear Families of Rising 7th and Rising 8th graders, 



    June, 2010


We at ARMS are delighted to share with you the beginning of our new ARMS Summer Reading Program.  Summertime is a wonderful opportunity for our students to grow, change, explore and to read!  We know that reading over the summer is valuable because it helps students maintain the reading skills they have built over the course of the previous year. We’ve chosen several books at a variety of reading levels in the hopes that all students will find at least one book that they will enjoy reading.

Our expectation is for all students to read one of the four books for their grade level.  We hope that many of the students will find the books compelling and for a challenge will read 2, 3 and even 4 of them. We would like everyone to read books that are new to them, not simply reread books.  Each of these books is connected to the overarching themes of the year for that grade.

7th grade English Language Arts overarching theme:

Through literature and language we create, explore, express, and understand ourselves and our world.

Summer reading books for rising 7th graders (the summer between 6-7th grade)

 

The Talking Earth - George

The Call of the Wild - London

A Girl Named Disaster - Farmer

Touching Spirit Bear -Mikaelsen 

8th grade English Language Arts overarching theme:

Language and literature help us to create and navigate change as well as have insight into that which truly endures. 

Summer reading books for rising 8th graders (the summer between 7-8th grade)

 

Freak the Mighty - Philbrick

The Skin I'm In- Flake

True Believer - Wolff 

The Count of Monte Cristo (abridged) - Dumas (Signet Classics)

There are many ways we will support our students in this work, including having events over the summer at the Jones Library to discuss the books with kids.  Current 7th grade students can sign out books from their 7th grade English teacher, and current 6th grade students can sign out books from an English teacher at ARMS June 21-22 from 9-12, or all summer afterwards in the ARMS Main Office.  These books are also available at local libraries and bookstores. 

We are excited to extend our students’ learning over the summer break and to give them these great books to read on those warm summer days.  Please contact English Curriculum Leader Heather Sullivan-Flynn with any questions, Sullivan-FlynnH@arps.org or 362-1909.  

Yours in reading,    

The ARMS English department 

7th grade books…

Call of the Wild by Jack London is the story of Buck, a dog who begins life as a comfortable family pet and ends it as the alpha wolf in a wolf pack in the Alaskan wilderness during the Klondike Gold Rush.  Students who like animal, wilderness or adventure stories, as well as those who are looking for a challenge, should check out this classic novel.

In The Talking Earth by Jean Craighead George a Seminole girl named Billie Wind struggles to mesh the traditional beliefs of her tribe with modern world problems. Her fateful trek into the Everglades helps her to see the connection.  This novel would appeal to students who care about the environment and enjoy a good adventure story. It’s short but exciting.

A Girl Named Disaster tells the story of eleven year old Nhamo who has not had an easy life in her traditional Shona village in Mozambique; her mother was killed by a leopard, her father left the village in shame after killing a man, and most of the relatives she lives with treat her as a second class citizen. When cholera strikes the village, her life takes a sharp turn for the worse.  Students who enjoy sinking into a book and getting to know the main character well will enjoy this book which is one of the longer choices.

Cole Matthews, the main character in Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen, is a troubled young man whose family circumstances have turned him angry and bitter.  After taking this anger out on an innocent classmate, he is arrested, but then given the choice between going to jail or Native American Circle Justice.  He chooses Circle Justice, and this is the story of Cole’s time on an isolated island in Alaska where learns important life lessons.  This book is action-packed and grabs the reader’s attention from the first sentence.  Many students choose this as one of their “all-time favorite” books.

8th grade books…

Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick is the story of two boys who are on the “outside,” with major life problems and no friends.  Max is bigger than most his classmates, has a father in prison and a really low self image; Kevin, aka Freak, is small, has a large medical problem and is nearly a genius.  Together they become Freak the Mighty – an unstoppable force that has a huge impact on both of their lives.  Max tells the story and most readers are captivated from the first line.  This book will appeal to students who enjoy action and good dialogue.

True Believer by Virginia Euwer Wolff is the second book in the Make Lemonade Trilogy.  The main character, LaVaughn is now 15 years old, and grappling with key issues of adolescence: friends, family, dreams, romance and self-identity.  The story is told in first person using free verse poetic form which allows the reader to step right inside LaVaugn’s thoughts and feelings.  It looks longer than it takes to read.  Anyone who enjoys reading about teen issues would enjoy this book, and might be interested in reading the other two books in the trilogy

In The Skin I’m In by Sharon G. Flake, Maleeka Madison is struggling to fit in; she’s smart in a school where that’s not important, and she wears unstylish home-made clothes that make her the butt of many jokes.  At the beginning of the book she does homework for a girl named Char in exchange for wearing her stylish clothes, but a new teacher at the school, Miss Saunders, makes Maleeka rethink her priorities.  Students who love realistic fiction and great dialogue will enjoy this title.

For students looking for a challenging adventure, The Count of Monte Cristo (abridged version) would be a great choice.  It is the story of Edmond Dantés, who was unjustly accused of treason and imprisoned on his wedding day, his escape from Château d’If and his quest for revenge.  This book is the most challenging  - be sure to get the abridged version by Signet Classics.
Dear 6th Grade Parents/Guardians,

We look forward to welcoming you and your child to the Middle School in just a few months. In response to some recent questions we have received about our Middle School Math program, we are writing now to provide more information.

At the start of 7th grade, we will work together with you to make certain placement decisions for your child within our varied Math offerings.  We take advantage of a variety of resources to inform us in this process, such as results on the 6th grade Math final, transition reports from their 6th grade teacher(s), their work on a pre-test we will give during the second week of school, as well as getting to know them, and to observe them in action, during their first few weeks in our classrooms.

Listed below are some of the options in Math that we would like to describe in this letter:

· Math 7

· Math 7 Extension Program

· Academic Study Math 

· Independent Study Math

· Honors Algebra (8th grade classroom)

Math 7 and Extensions

The majority of 7th graders will be appropriately placed in our Math 7 classrooms.  These classes are heterogeneously grouped, and we differentiate our instruction and assignments to meet each student at the right place. While our 7th grade curriculum, and our text, Impact 2, provide an appropriate level of challenge for many of our 7th graders, we also supplement the regular curriculum with more advanced material through our 7th grade Extension program. 

The Extensions in 7th grade Math provide further explorations into the topics covered in each unit, as well as introducing additional advanced material. Students who do the extensions are challenged to be problem solvers, as we frequently ask them to apply prior knowledge to new and often unfamiliar situations.

If a student successfully completes the Extension program in 7th grade, they will have learned the material necessary to be ready for our Honors Algebra class in 8th grade.   Taking Algebra Honors in 8th grade puts students on track to take Calculus as seniors.

Academic Study Math

This coming year, all the students at the Middle School will take an every other day class called academic study.  Among the academic study options will be extra periods of Math where students will have access to extra support and remediation if needed, in addition to opportunities for challenges and/or support for those doing the extension work.  The pre-test results and early classroom observations will help to inform what, if any, math academic study would be appropriate for each child.  
Independent Study Math

Some of our students need more support than can be provided in our regular education math classes and, therefore, take a separate math class.  Students who need this level of support have it specified in their Individualized Education Plans (IEPs).  
Honors Algebra

In each group of entering 7th graders, there are a few students who have already mastered the material we cover in our 7th grade Extension program. We identify students in a variety of ways including 6th grade teacher feedback, MCAS scores, report cards, and pre-tests.  All students take the first pre-test.  Those that show potential to be ready for Algebra Honors are then given a second more extensive test.  In this way, we are able to test all students’ readiness.  Typically, about 2-3% of our entering 7th graders are ready for this 8th grade class.  However, we never cap the number, or percent, of students who do this.

Students who then demonstrate mastery of Algebra Honors at the end of 7th grade are placed in a HS level Geometry class at the Middle School as 8th graders.

Summer Resources

For the first time, we are going to make available to 6th graders math that they can do over the summer that will keep math concepts and skills fresh for the beginning of the school year and also give students an opportunity to prepare for potentially taking Algebra Honors.

· For all students, we plan on either suggesting or making resources available to continue to practice math skills to be ready for 7th grade math.

· For students who want to try to prepare for algebra, we will offer a study guide and an Algebra textbook.

Information about this option will be posted on the school website in early July and will also be available in the main office.

We hope this letter has clarified some questions you may have had about our 7th Grade Math program.  Please do get in touch if you have any further questions, and have a wonderful summer break! 

Sincerely, 

Steve Zakon-Anderson

7th Grade Math Teacher and Math Curriculum Leader

zakon-andersons@arps.org
