After school Clubs 2009-2010
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Art Club

Tuesday 2:30 – 3:30
Ms. Farley
Art Room

The art club "open studio" provides students with an opportunity to work on their own projects and to participate in community service art projects.



    Drama Club

Tuesday 2:30 to 3:30                         

Ms. Margarita Bonifaz
Drama Room
Drama Club students will participate in a variety of activities such 

as improvisation, theater games, dialogue writing, adapting fiction for 

the stage, and character study.  Students from Drama Club will be 

given opportunities throughout the year to prepare work or a scene for 

performance.  Students interested in Drama Club should be independent students, ready to 

write, work in small groups, and get on stage!  Maximum limit for club: 

20 members.  However, in the past we have formed two groups if over 20

students are interested in Drama Club.   Also, please note that our first meeting will take place 

October 6 in the Drama Room.  You must sign up ahead of time in order to attend the first meeting.  Pay attention to the morning announcements!!!!
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Tuesday Tobias Thomas
Auditions will begin in October. 
Band Room

How many kids?  20 – 25
This is an after school extra curricular ensemble for the purpose of enhancing the instrumental program.  Auditions for the MS Jazz Band will be held Oct. 20th & 22nd after school.  Sign ups and audition materials will be available outside of my office (Mr. Thomas) beginning Tuesday, Oct. 13th.
Eligibility requirements: 

For Melodic instruments: (woodwinds, brass and strings) You must be in good standing (as decided by your teacher) in one of the middle school music ensembles (band, orchestra or chorus) in order to audition.  If you are not in an ensemble, you must take private lessons.
For Rhythm instruments: (guitar, bass, drum set, percussion) 


Rock (‘n’ Roll) Club
Tuesday from 2:30 to 3:30
Mr. Isler, Mr. Hunter, and Mr. Ranen
Whether you’re in a band, or only wish you were, come down to Rock Club! No matter what you play, or how well you play it, we’ll make sure that you get a chance to try. We will work on the skills involved in being a member of a band, and will get everyone playing well with everyone else.  We hope to meet all year

Right now there is no limit (We need to see how many people show up). We will have an interest meeting on Tuesday, October 6th.
The Writing Circle
Mondays from 2:30 to 3:30

Mr. Alschuler 
C-15

The Writing Circle is for you if you love to write and hear others read their writing.  In this club we will write, share what we write, and respond positively to others writing.  The group will be supportive, low-pressure, and flexible.  We will adapt our structure and expectations based on what members want.  Poets, fiction writers, memoirists and cartoonists are welcome.  Actually, everyone is welcome.  Group size will be limited to ensure a supportive environment where everyone has time to share.
Student-Led Book Club
Mondays 2:30 – 3:30

Ms. Jensen 

C-23

Our student-led book club will facilitate meaningful conversation about books in a non-threatening way. Our conversation will move naturally from one topic to the next based on students' interests and ideas.  Students may choose to rely on Literature Circle roles to promote a lively discussion or a different format.  The structure is up to you!  Food, relating to the book, is strongly encouraged.  
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Math Counts

Thursday 2:30 to 3:30
Mr. Dallmann
October – March
C-18
Approximately 12 kids

MathCounts is a club for any student who enjoys math and likes to solve challenging math problems.  At MathCounts we spend time working on problems, discussing strategies for solving problems, and learning about new math topics that you may not have learned yet in math class.  In February, members of MathCounts will travel to a regional competition to compete against other middle schools.
Engineering Club 

Tuesday & Thursday – 2:30 to 3:30

Mr. Bidwell 

Tech Ed Room
What is the Engineering Club?

The Engineering Club is one of 3 STEMRAYS projects at ARMS and will be involved in solving problems that call for applying the Engineering Design Process.  We will meet twice a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:30 to 3:30 in the shop.  In addition to the larger, long-term projects, we will do short hands-on problem solving activities using simple materials and components.

What are the requirements?

There are three requirements for students interested in joining this club: (1) have an interest in finding engineered solutions to real world problems; (2) commit to two one-hour blocks of time right after school every Tuesday and Thursday up through May; (3) be available to present their design results at a STEMRAYS conference at UMASS Amherst in late May.
Girls By Design

Monday from 2:30 to 4:30

Mr. Bidwell 
Tech Ed Room

What is From Girls by Design?

From Girls by Design is a new club for girls where the design process is used to dream, invent, and problem solve the way women in engineering and design do all over the world.  Some of the projects will be just-for-fun and quick, others will let club members take more time and really work through their ideas.   In all activities, whether short or extended students experience being a “designer.”

What are the requirements?

There are three requirements for students interested in joining this club: (1) have an interest in finding engineered solutions to real world problems; (2) commit to a two-hour block of time right after school every Monday through May; (3) be available to present their design results at a STEMRAYS conference at UMASS Amherst in late May.
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Tuesday – 2:30 to 3:30

Ms. Welborn
C-1

What is STEM RAYS? 
STEM RAYS (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math Research Academy for Young Scientists) is an after-school science club for students in both 7th and 8th grade. STEMRAYS is connected to ongoing research projects at UMass, GCC and Smith College. Students will work with Ms. Welborn and other students to complete an authentic research project connected to the theme of global environmental change/Sustainability.  
There are three requirements for students interested in joining this club: (1) have an interest in Global Environmental Change/Sustainability; (2) commit a two-hour block of time right after school every Tuesday up through May; (3) be available to present their research results at a STEMRAYS conference at UMASS, Amherst in late May.  Students who participate in this club will also have the opportunity (but will not be required) to present their findings at the Regional Science Fair in North Adams in May.  Which students are eligible?

All 7th and 8th grade students who are interested should come to an informational meeting on Tuesday, September 29 in Room C-1.  During that meeting, students will receive an application for the program.  This program is grant funded and has a limit of 12 participants.  The grant requires that students who participated last year be automatically eligible for participation this year.  Once students from last year confirm their commitment to the club, the remaining slots will be filled by lottery.    
Russian Club
Thursday – 2:30 to 3:30
Ms. Sara Marruffo

The ARMS/ARHS Russian Club is an organization designed to introduce Russian culture to students studying Russian, or those that are interested in Russia. The Russian Club does a variety of activities including games of gorodki, Russian cartoons, Russian cooking, Russian movie nights, special presentations on experiences abroad, trips to the Russian grocery store, Russian crafts, singing and much more.  Although the club is designed for students studying Russian, all students are welcome to attend. Feel free to contact Sara Marruffo or MS Rep. Nikita Peshkov ‘14 to learn about upcoming events.
Latin Club      

 
Thursday – 2:30 to 3:30 

Sean Smith    

Music Room

Latin Club will meet on Thursdays. It is a place for Latin students to have fun with Latin and ancient mythology. We will play games on classical themes, and rehearse and perform a play.  Talk to your Latin teacher, or just come find out about us on Thursdays in Latin Land.
PLEASE NOTE:  Mr. Smith plans to schedule different days some weeks so student with other commitments on Thursdays can participate
ELL Homework Club

Tuesday – 2:30 to 3:30 pm
Ms. Helmer, Mrs. Kaneta or Dr. Ortiz 

C12A or C17A 
This is a great opportunity for English Language Learners to get help with homework, projects, and/or exams in a relaxed atmosphere.  Walk-In by 2:30 ready to work!  
ARMS Diabetes Support Group
Thursday – 2:30 to 3:30 

Mr. Ranen and Ms. Faytell
Health Room
This club meets once a month on a Thursday right after school in the ARMS Nurse's Office.  The group is for ARMS students with Diabetes, friends of kids with diabetes, and students with relatives who have diabetes.  The group discusses issues surrounding this chronic illness such as:

1) How does exercise effect your blood sugar?

2) How do you fit holiday eating into a meal plan?

3) What do you do when you are going out with friends after school?

4) What are complications of diabetes and can they effect me or my family members.

We will always start our meetings with a snack that can fit into meal plans and then both learn more helpful tips for dealing with Diabetes and how to help support family members and friends who have Diabetes.

Come and learn about a chronic illness that is growing in numbers.
ARMS YEARBOOK - Yearbook is not just a club – it’s a Production!!
The Yearbook Team is divided into 4 basic groups:  Theme, Design, Photography, and Fundraising. 
· Students involved in Theme coordinate the Yearbook Cover contest, organize special features in the yearbook, and work on elements that bind the yearbook into a whole. 

· Students involved in Design learn and work with graphics and copy.  In addition, they learn and work with design page layouts.  

· Student Photographers work individually or in pairs.  Students take pictures of sports teams, club groups, music groups, faculty and staff as well as various candids of students.
· Students involved in Fundraising, research & brainstorm fundraising options, solicit donations, and plan fundraising events (socials, bake sales, etc.)

As part of the Yearbook Team, students learn to work together cooperatively and creatively.  They also have opportunities to branch out with independent assignments.  They learn about publishing deadlines, economics, and group management.  

The Yearbook Team members meet once or twice a week and sometimes during school, depending on each person’s role.  Each group meets with the advisor at least once a month. 

Producing a yearbook requires hard work and dedication. It is a very rewarding experience for students because all the work and learning culminates into an amazing and tangible end product – the ARMS Yearbook

Best Buddies

Monday – 2:30 to 3:30

Mr. Gino Sorcinelli

Mr. Bobby Storey

Best Buddies is a nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization dedicated to establishing a global volunteer movement that creates opportunities for one-to-one friendships, integrated employment and leadership development for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  

Founded in 1989 by Anthony Kennedy Shriver, Best Buddies is a vibrant, international organization that has grown from one original chapter to more than 1,400 college, high school and middle school campuses across the country and internationally.

At the ARMS chapter of Best Buddies students in the Special Education program are directly matched with students without intellectual or developmental disabilities.  Students will be engaged in an inclusive environment where they will be able to attend large group events.  Students are also committed to spending time directly with their buddy outside of the school environment and engage in a mutually beneficial one to one friendship.   
Best Buddies is a school club that pairs ARMS students experiencing intellectual and developmental disabilities with great people like you in one-to-one friendships.  At Best Buddies we believe everyone deserves a friend.  This is a way to make a huge difference in another student’s life by giving the gift of friendship to someone special.
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Girls Eye View

Tuesday 2:30-5 PM - Limited to 15 students
Location: Meets in cafeteria and walks to the ARHS Photo Room

Advisor: Erica Ann Flood
Girls Eye View (GEV) provides a supportive and creative atmosphere where girls can express themselves and take positive risk through photography and creative writing.   In our workshops we learn how to process our own film and print our own images in the darkroom, cooperate as a group and gain leadership skills that prepare us for life.  We create public exhibitions in galleries and downtown locations and sell our photographs. To sign-up contact Erica Ann at 413-626-9906 or eaflood@youthactioncoalition.org






