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August 23, 2010

Dear Students, Parent(s) and Guardian(s) of Team A,




With just over a week to go before a new school year begins we are writing to welcome you all to Team A, and to share some information we hope will be helpful.  One of our first tasks in the new school year will be to enlist our students’ help in choosing a more inspiring name for our team, so we plan to be Team A for only a short time.

In anticipation of what we expect to be a successful year for all of us, we have already started meeting and making plans.  For the first two days of school we have planned activities that will provide chances for all of us to get to know each other better, and for you to feel more comfortable in your new school.  

The following week we will begin our academic classes.  In Science we will make observations in order to conduct controlled experiments and, in conjunction with English, make detailed observations in the natural world.  English classes will incorporate these observations into naturalist field journals and will begin an independent reading project.  In Social Studies, students will explore and experience the five themes of geography – can you already name them?  In Math we will devote some time to a pre-test to determine placements, and will then begin with problem solving strategies that will take us into our first unit on number sense.  We will also begin working in our groups for our new academic study period, which you will learn more about soon.

Early in the year you will receive much information and many details from the team teachers as a group, as well as from individual classroom teachers.  At this time, though, we want to share some thoughts on school supplies that we expect you to have for your academic classes.  We hope this will help you with your purchasing of materials in advance, especially while the stores are having sales (
One of the goals of middle school is to help students develop and maintain organizational skills and practices. To this end, it is important that all students have the materials as listed in the table on the back of this page by Tuesday, September 7. Please purchase or have students bring from home the items as described. It is fine for students to use recycled supplies, especially binders, as long as they match the descriptions in the table.  For the first day of school, some paper and a writing utensil will be sufficient.

We are expecting that all students will have ALL OF THE SUPPLIES listed in the table with them in school on Tuesday, September 7.  If the cost of the required supplies presents a financial hardship, please do one of the following by Tuesday September 7:

contact Steve Zakon-Anderson at 362-1904 or at  zakon-andersons@arps.org or bring in a note from home to your advisor


	Subject
	Teacher
	Required Supplies

	All subjects
	All teachers 
	· Pencils and pens 

· Erasers

· Colored pencils

· 1 box of tissues (optional but appreciated)

	Social Studies 


	Mr. McSweeney
	· 2” (or larger) 3-ring binder

· Plastic pocket folder for HW

	Math 
	Mr. Zakon-Anderson (Mr Z-A)
	·  1”  3-ring binder 

· 5 binder dividers (purchased or homemade)

· Bookcover for math textbook (purchased or homemade)

· Pencils, pencils, pencils!

	English
	Mr. Eck
	· 1” 3-Ring Binder with lined white paper

· 3 binder dividers (purchased or homemade)



	Science 
	Ms. Dolci
	·  1” Binder with lined white paper

· Yellow Spiral Notebook (1 subject)

· Yellpw plastic folder with pockets

· 2 glue sticks



	Foreign Language, Integrated Studies, Academic Study, Music and Physical Education may require additional supplies and materials not listed here.


As promised, you will get much more information about ARMS, Team A, and your individual classes soon after you arrive.

We are looking forward to seeing you on September 2nd!

Your Team “A” Teachers:

Steve Zakon-Anderson, Math

Justin Eck, English

Kim Rosati, Academic Support

Terry McSweeney, Social Studies

Kristin Dolci, Science

Mari Reyes, ELL and Academic Support
