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Wednesday afternoon we discovered some racist and anti-Semitic writing in a boy’s bathroom.  At this point, it is a single, isolated incident.  Thursday morning we convened our administrators, counselors, dean, and nurse to decide how to proceed.  Our short term response was to cancel the advisory activities for this morning and have a statement read to all students.  The announcement is at the bottom of this letter. 
Before reading the announcement the teachers made sure all the students were in their advisory, closed their doors, and got the students’ undivided attention.  The school was somber as the message was read.  There were a range of responses from the students including saying nothing, asking questions, being sad or angry, and wanting to try to find out who did it.  Their reactions were appropriate and respectful.

Our next step will be to plan the long-term reaction to this incident.  Our staff leadership and our student leadership will be discussing it the week after the break.  Our goal is to engage the adults and students in how our school community can be repaired.  We believe this is a learning opportunity for everyone.

We are asking families to help us in several ways.  The first way is to talk at home about the announcement.  Some guiding questions might be:

· How did this make you feel?

· What would you do if you heard or found racist, anti-Semitic or any other type of derogatory language?
· How can you help prevent this from happening again?

The second way you can help us is to write to us thoughts you have that could help the school community and individuals grow from this incident.  Please email or call Mark Jackson, Mike Hayes, or Libby Hurley (jacksonmk@arp.org, hayesm@arps.org, hurleyl@arps.org)

Thank You.

Advisory Message:

At our middle school, it is our goal to create an atmosphere where students and staff members value respect for all people.  This includes respecting and valuing the diversity in both our local community and the global community.

There has been a violation of this in our school.  In a bathroom there was anti-Semitic and racist writing.  This is a particularly serious event, however, we have also heard about smaller incidents where people are disparaged or disrespected in our school.

We are investigating this incident and there will be serious consequences, possibly involving the police.

We want you to know that as the adults in this building, we are committed to including and honoring all members of our school community.  We will be vigilant in pursuing these types of issues. At the same time, an event like this provides us with an opportunity to learn as a community.  We will be engaging the student leadership in a conversation around these issues over the next few weeks.  

If you have any thoughts you would like to share, please let an adult or student leader know.

