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Dates to Remember:
● 1/17/20- Teacher Workday- NO SCHOOL
● 1/20/20- Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday- NO SCHOOL
● 1/23/20- PTO Meeting 6:00 p.m.
● 2/13/20- Multicultural Feast- 6:00-8:00 p.m.
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Dear Pelham families,
On Wednesday evening and Thursday morning of this week, students in band, orchestra, and
chorus put on an excellent performance for the community. Families attending Wednesday’s
evening contributed goods for the Amherst Survival Center as their “ticket” for the
performance. Thanks to their generosity, over a hundred pounds of food and other necessities
were collected. The music teachers would like to thank families for their contributions, and I’d
like to recognize Heather O’Mara for organizing this worthwhile effort.
I am currently working with John Bechtold from the Drama Department at the Amherst
Regional High School to launch a new after school drama club here at Pelham, one day per
week after school. Initially, we will offer this program to grades 4-6 and gauge the level of
interest. This initiative evolved in several ways. First of all, as part of the School Improvement
Plan, and based on student requests, we are working on offering more after school “clubs’ and
programming for Pelham students. We are somewhat limited in terms of our resources and what
we can actually put into place here in such a small school, so I’ve been exploring avenues that
are not costly and build upon our community resources. I’ve also had students coming to me
with organic and positive energy to create and perform in plays, and tapping into this interest
and enthusiasm is a win-win! This partnership with the ARHS and the drama students promises
to be a fun and interesting venture. I will be sending out forms to grades 4-6 in the coming
week, and I will keep you updated as to how it goes. Currently we have the Pelham PAWS
Prints newspaper club for older students and also the homework club in grades 5 & 6. If you
have an interest in bringing a talent or suggestion for a lower elementary program, I’d love to
hear about it! Fostering students’ interests and skills in non-academic areas speaks to
developing the whole child and tapping into strengths in other areas.
Have a wonderful weekend!
Sincerely,
Lisa Desjarlais

Quinlan’s Quill
Welcome to 2020 in 5th grade! We are beginning many new units as the new
year begins. We are starting our American Revolution Unit. Students will learn the
causes of the Revolution, the events leading up to the Revolution, and the actual major
battles and events of the war.
We will be reading about women and African Americans during the war and
writing summaries of their lives. Also, we will be reading books connected to the time
period. The books that will be read are Sophia’s War, Fighting Ground, and War
Comes to Willy Freeman. These are all historical fiction literature based on the
Revolutionary War. Also, in writing we will be writing persuasive essays. This does
connect to the Revolution as many needed to be persuaded to join the fight or remain
a loyalist.
We are starting Unit 5 in math which is division with decimals. Yesterday, we
used base-ten blocks to understand the division concept with decimals. By next week
we will be dividing with the algorithm. This will be a good review of the division we
learned at the beginning of the year.
As 2020 begins, the 5th grade class culture seems to be strong. Yesterday
during circle, we talked about our goals for the rest of the year. We are going to work
on raising our hands more, not talking to our neighbors, and being more tolerant of
each other’s differences. These are good goals for the class.
The students are working hard and there has been a lot of growth both socially
and academically. I look forward to continue to watch them grow.

Suzanne Quinlan

The Amherst, Pelham and Amherst-Pelham Regional Schools are always in need
of outstanding substitute teachers and substitute paraeducators. Members of
the Pelham School community are encouraged to apply for these essential
positions. Substitute teachers are required to have a minimum of a Bachelor’s
degree and substitute paraeducators must have a minimum of a high school
diploma. Prior work experience with children in an educational setting is
preferred.
If you are seeking a rewarding, part-time job with a flexible schedule, please
consider joining the ARPS substitutes team. You can apply online for either the
substitute teacher or substitute paraeducator position by visiting the Human
Resources “Career Opportunities” link. More information about being a
substitute in the ARPS schools is available here.

